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Author’s profits donated to the 
Boys & Girls Club of the West Valley and New Horizons

June 12, 2010, 3pm — Borders
6510 Canoga Ave, Canoga Park, CA 91303

“...entertaining,
informative

and insightful.
A great read!”
– Dennis P. Zine

Councilmember, 
City of Los Angeles

“...His depth of
experience, history

and normally
dead-on opinions

are refreshing and 
accurate…”

– Bruce Ackerman
President/CEO

Valley Economic Alliance

Meet the Author at Borders in Canoga Park!
Discussion – Refreshments – Have Your Book Signed

 

Wealth
Management
Market your business services directly to local
decision makers in these highly relevant and
targeted issues.
(* Denotes article opportunities)

Jul 19 Annual Banking & Finance - Special Report
Largest Local Banks - List
Largest Credit Unions - List
Largest National Banks - List

Aug 16 Banking & Finance 3rd Quarter- Supplement *

Sep 13 Changing Role of the CFO - Special Report

Sep 27 Accounting - Special Report

Oct 25 Largest Public Companies - List
Corporate Governance - Special Report

Nov 8 Accounting At-A-Glance- Supplement *

Nov 22 Banking & Finance 4th Quarter - Supplement *

Dec 28 Book of Lists – Banking & Finance - Chapter

Let me customize a strategic marketing plan for
your business, utilizing print, online and personal networking
at our awards-based events.

Increase your presence and build awareness for your services

Call Rita Bishop at (818) 676-1750
to reserve space or to create a custom package

ADVANCED Solar Electric Inc.’s fulltimeVal-
ley staff of 30 was enough to propel the
company to the No. 1 position. Specializ-

ing in commercial, residential and government
solar installations, the company is growing rap-
idly. Its crews are comprised of experienced
craftsmen in the solar, electrical, and roofing
trades and are members of the League of Cali-
fornia Home Owners, Better Business Bureau

(Hall of Fame) and the California Solar Energy
IndustryAssociation. ASE has its headquarters
in Newbury Park but provides its services to all
of California and has been in business for 10
years. A top rated company by the California
Energy Commission; it is featured in a video
on the CEC home page.

– By Josh Dausch

WITH the move to alternative energy
sources heating up globally, it may
come as no surprise that the number of

alternative energy providers has almost dou-
bled this year. Many returning companies to
the List reported numbers consistent with last
year while new additions were predominantly
smaller operations. The major exceptions are
Advanced Solar Electric Inc. and REC Solar

Inc. which came in at #1 and #2 respectively.
It was also a year of transition for some com-
panies as LA Solar Energy became LA Solar
Systems, Inc. and Solorcorp Solar Electric
became California Sun Systems, Inc. Illustrat-
ing that alternative energy is not a new idea,
Solar Unlimited (ranked No. 3) is celebrating
its 30th anniversary this year.

– By Josh Dausch

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY THE PACESETTER

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY PROVIDERS
Ranked by number of greater San Fernando Valley employeesTHE LIST

Rank Company
name
address

Employees
SFV Employees 2010/2009

Companywide in 2010

Alternative Energy Services Provided Geographical Areas
Served

Profile
SFV offices/companywide

headquarters
website

Top Local Executive
name
title
phone

1 Advanced Solar Electric, Inc.
3325 Grande Vista Dr
Newbury Park, 91320

33/35
33

full-service, turnkey solar design and installation services California 1/1
Newbury Park

advancedsolarelectric.com

James Stevens
Marketing Manager
(877) 727-6527

2 REC Solar Inc
13012 Saticoy Street, Suite 1
North Hollywood, 91605

25/25
342

solar electric systems for commercial, government. utility, and
residential applications

LA County,
throughout CA and
CO, AZ, OR, HI and

NJ

1/14
San Luis Obispo, CA

recsolar.com

Jessica Super
Sales Manager
(888) 657-6527

3 Solar Unlimited
52 E Magnolia Blvd
Burbank, 91502

20/16
20

PV solar, solar pool heating, domestic hot water, sun power
premier dealer

Los Angeles County,
Ventura County

1/1
Burbank

solarunlimited.com

Bob Dominguez
Owner
(818) 843-1633

4 Environmental Solar Design Inc.
11237 Magnolia Blvd.
North Hollywood, 91601

16/16
16

solar water heating LA County 1/1
North Hollywood

environmentalsolardesign.com

Robert Ellis
Owner
(800) 464-6924

5 Solar Universe
525 Rimrock Rd.
Thousand Oaks, 91361

12/12
50

solar electric (PV) LA County, Ventura
County

1/2
Westlake Village

solaruniverse.com

Mitch Katz
President
(818) 292-1313

6 SolarTec USA
16527 Arminta St.
Van Nuys, 91406

12/9
12

solar system and accessory sales and installation Worldwide 2/2
California

solartecusa.com

Fred Tahmasbi
President
(818) 787-6527

7 � Continued on page 20
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Precision: Group Helps Educate Other Businesses

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY PROVIDERS
Ranked by number of greater San Fernando Valley employeesTHE LIST

7 LA Solar Systems, inc.1

345 N Kenwood St
Glendale, 91206

10/12
10

PV solar system installation and service Los Angeles County 1/1
Glendale

lasolarenergy.com

Shawn Alvandi
President
(818) 667-6633

8 Digital Energy
128 Auburn Ct. #106
Westlake Village, 91362

10/8
1

PV systems design Statewide 2/2
Westlake Village
digitalenergy.com

Jai Agaram
President
(805) 374-1777

9 A. Giddens Electric, Inc.
1600 W Burbank Blvd.
Burbank, 91506

9/9
9

Solar PV consultation and installation services along with
energy efficiency and thermal solar services

Los Angeles, Ventura,
Orange, Riverside,

and San Bernardino
Counties

1/1
Burbank

giddenselectric.com

Al Giddens
President
(818) 845-7686

10 InterPhases Solar, Inc.
3533 Old Conejo Road, Suite 110
Newbury Park, 91320

6/6
6

thin film solar cell technology Southern California 1/1
Newbury Park

interphases.com

Shalini Menezes
Director
(805) 499-6360

11 California Sun Systems Inc.2

3329 1/2 Glendale Blvd.
Los Angeles, 90039

5/5
5

solar electric (PV) system design and integration. Serving all of
southern California

1/2
Los Angeles
csssolar.com

Tad Rose
CEO
(818) 719-0159

12 Catersolar Inc.
20501 Ventura Blvd Suite 255
Woodland Hills, 91364

5/6
5

distributes all forms of clean energy, with an emphasis on
solar generated power, as well as wind generated power

solutions

San Fernando Valley 2/2
Woodland Hills
catersolar.com

Roy Aghdam
CEO
(818) 626-5626

13 Mimeos Sustainability Consultants
2600 Glen Green St.
Los Angeles, 90068

4/2
4

residential and commercial solar energy systems LA County, Ventura
County, Santa

Barbara County, San
Diego County,

Riverside County,
Orange County

1/1
Los Angeles
mimeos.net

Matt Moses
President
(323) 669-8414

14 RD Solar Electrical Systems
4472 Industrial Street
Simi Valley, 93063

3/0
3

solar panel systems Southern California 1/1
Simi Valley

rdsolarpower.com

Robert Bogartz
President
(805) 527-1177

15 Energy Options
10265 Haines Canyon Ave
Tujunga, 91042

1/2
1

tracking solar, roof solar, wind power San Fernando Valley,
LA Basin, Palmdale,
Lancaster, Antelope

Valley

2/3
Columbus, OH

energyoptions-wind.com

Scott Meyer
General Manager
(661) 209-7987

The companies are ranked by the number of San Fernando Valley employees in 2010. In the event of
a tie, the companies are then ranked by the number of companywide employees in 2010. Companies
based outside of the San Fernando Valley Business Journal's coverage area provide services to the
San Fernando Valley.

1 formerly LA Solar Energy
2 formerly Solorcorp Solar Electric

To the best of our knowledge, this information is accurate as of press time. While every effort is made
to ensure the accuracy and thoroughness of the list, omissions and typographical errors sometimes
occur. Please send corrections or additions on company letterhead to the Research Department, San
Fernando Valley Business Journal, 21600 Oxnard St., Suite 250, Woodland Hills 91367. ©2010 San
Fernando Valley Business Journal. This list may not be reprinted in whole or in part without prior
written permission from the editor. Reprints are available from Wright's Reprints, (877) 652-5295 ext.
104 or e-mail jmartin@wrightsreprints.com.

Researched by Josh Dausch
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1

And the sustainability programs help Preci-
sion Dynamics’ bottom line. At the group’s
urging, the company installed eight waterless
urinals that save an estimated 416,000 gallons
of water and $12,362 in water costs per year.

It reduced the use of chipboard in packag-
ing by 40 percent to save approximately
75,000 pounds of waste and $50,000 annually.
And the company changed to a less paper
intensive media clipping service that reduced
waste and saves $1,200 to $1,560 per year.

The company touts the Green Team’s suc-
cess for marketing and public relations purpos-
es too. It dedicated a whole section of the web
site to the group’s accomplishments and on-

going initiatives.
The group

helps educate
other businesses
in the area about
how to make
similar changes.

Employees
participate in
beach and trail
clean-ups. The company hosts an annual Earth
Day Fair and electronics waste recycling drive.

And Precision Dynamics donates a portion
of domestic proceeds to the Natural Resources
Defense Council.

“We have received support from customers
too,” said Daniel Hobin, director of marketing
communications. “More and more customers

prefer to do business with companies that have
environmental sustainability programs.”

Job satisfaction
Beyond saving money and the environ-

ment, Green Team members said participating
in the group is a plus for job satisfaction.

“I work on the leisure and entertainment

side of the business, and just selling wrist
bands to shows is not going to have a lasting
impact,” said Shawn Farrell. “Knowing these
changes will outlast me makes going to work
even more enjoyable. The Green Team also
encourages out of the box thinking.”

Stetson said the fact that Precision Dynam-
ics’ CEO and upper-level management have
supported the project from the beginning
speaks volumes about the company. And main-
taining the Green Team’s momentum requires
keeping everybody in the loop.

“The biggest advice I can give to other
companies wanting to start this type of pro-
gram is to start small and work your way up,”
he said. “You also have to make sure informa-
tion is known to employees and all of the com-
pany’s stakeholders.”

Continued from page 14

Continued from page 19

Shawn Farrell:
‘Knowing these changes will outlast me
makes going to work even more enjoyable.
The Green Team also encourages
out-of-the-box thinking.’
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