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2020

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD HONOREE

As President and COO, Mike oversees Sony Electronics’ multi-billion dollar 
business across North America. In 2014, with the company facing significant 
operational challenges, Mike led a strategic transformation, including a 
dramatic cultural change, successfully executing a comprehensive turnaround. 
These impactful changes took Sony from being “under fire” to “on fire.” Mike 
is a firm believer in building and maintaining a diverse and inclusive work 
environment, and has a passion for delivering positive financial results.

Mike Fasulo
President and COO
Sony Electronics of North America

The San Diego Business Journal is proud to honor -
the accomplishments of San Diego County's most impressive

Chief Executive Officers. 2020 CEO of the Year Award categories are:
Public Company - Large - Private Company - Small

Private Company - Medium - Private Company - Large
Business Nonprofit - Nonprofit and Rising Star.

Finalists will be announced and we will unveil the winners.

Gold Sponsor
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Quentin Anderson 
BlackOwned™

Stacey Anfuso 
La Jolla Logic

Al Apuzzo 
Lee & Associates-North San Diego 
County

Alicia Aquino 
Aquino Trial Services

Ardy Arianpour 
Seqster

Michael Arms 
Helen Woodward Animal Center

Brian Arrington 
Pacific Sotheby’s International 
Realty

Elizabeth Banker 
Shore Solutions, Inc. 

Jennifer Barnes 
Optima Office

Chris Barry 
NuVasive

John Beane 
MemComputing, Inc. 

Djamel Bettahar 
Organifi

Anahid Brakke 
San Diego Hunger Coalition

Dermot Buffini 
Buffini & Company

Nicholas Bulcao 
Airspace Technologies

Wendy Burk 
Cadence Travel

James Callaghan Jr. 
Mental Health Systems, Inc.

Peter Callstrom 
San Diego Workforce Partnership

Teresa Campbell 
San Diego County Credit Union

Angel Castillo 
BPM Supreme

Doreen Casuto 
Rehabilitation Care Coordination

Jeffrey Cavignac 
Cavignac

Scot Chisholm 
Classy

Randa Coniglio 
Port of San Diego

Juliet Correnti 
Radeus Labs Inc.

Anna Crowe 
Crowe PR

Michael Dallo 
Dallo Law Group

Mark Delfino 
HoyleCohen

Paul Downey 
Serving Seniors

Kelly DuFord Williams 
Slate Law Group 

Cesar Enciso 
EVOTEK

Mick Farrell 
ResMed

Brandon Fishman 
VitaCup

Jim Floros 
The Jacobs & Cushman San Diego 
Food Bank

Jonathan Gallagher 
Coastal Payroll

Tom Gilman 
Biosero

Jodie Grenier 
Foundation for Women Warriors

Niko Gubernator 
eMolecules, Inc.

Keith Guilbault 
QDOBA Mexican Eats

Gregg Haggart 
The Gildred Companies

Tony Hall 
Torrey Holistics

Rachel Harris 
Toward Maximum Independence

Michelle Harty 
Meeting Sites Pro, Inc./SM Squared

Neil Hattangadi 
Cortica, Inc.

Jeff Hawkins 
Truvian Sciences

Kami Hoss, DDS, MS 
The Super Dentists

Michelle Jacko 
Jacko Law Group, PC

Hunter Jensen 
Barefoot Solutions

Lisa Johnson 
NTC Foundation

Myron Jucha 
BJA Partners

Chris Kelly 
ProductionCrate

Samer Khouli 
TargetCW

Stephanie Kiesel 
zero8hundred

George Kindley 
THE KINDLEY FIRM, APC

John Klinedinst 
Klinedinst, PC

Josh Komenda 
Veyo

Grayson Lafrenz 
Power Digital Marketing

Kathryn Lembo 
South Bay Community Services

Bob Leone 
MRC Smart Technology Solutions, 
A Xerox Company

Brooke LeVasseur 
AristaMD

Alessandra Lezama 
TOOTRiS

Julie Lowen 
Children’s Paradise Inc.

Betzy Lynch 
Lawrence Family JCC | JACOBS 
FAMILY CAMPUS

Nancy Maldonado 
The Chicano Federation 

Patty Maysent 
UC San Diego Health

Chris Megison 
Solutions for Change, Inc.

Vishaal Mehra 
Artemis Institute for Clinical 
Research

Ric Militi 
InnoVision Marketing Group

Karl Miller 
Jingoli Power LLC

Heather Moyer 
HNM Systems, Inc.

Keith Olmo 
Jan Pro of San Diego 

Omar Imani and Anwar Husain 
Smashtech

Y’vonne Ormond 
5P Consulting

Phil Pace 
Phil’s BBQ

Lisa Paul-Hill 
Wheelhouse Credit Union

Tera Peterson 
Carol Cole Company DBA NuFACE

Cheri Pierre 
Computers2Kids San Diego

Sanjiv Prabhakaran 
Bytes, Inc.

Victor Ramsauer 
LevitZacks, Certified Public 
Accountants

Reb Risty 
REBL Marketing

Michael Roberts 
San Diego Code School, LLC

Nathan Rogge 
Bank of Southern California 

Mia Roseberry 
Wounded Warrior Homes

Blake Schroeder 
Kannaway

Mark Schulze 
Crystal Pyramid Inc.

Debra Schwartz 
Mission Federal Credit Union 

Ronson Shamoun 
RJS LAW

Beth Sirull 
Jewish Community Foundation of 
San Diego 

Nash Subotic 
WestPac Wealth Partners

Tony Teravainen 
Support the Enlisted Project (STEP)

Jan Tharp 
The Bumble Bee Seafood Company

Dr. Stuart Titus 
Medical Marijuana, Inc.

Tonya Torosian 
Promises2Kids

Glenn Torrez 
PRAVA Construction Services, Inc.

Simona Valanciute 
San Diego Oasis 

Donna Vargo 
Johnson & Jennings 

Mayra Velazquez de León 
Organics Unlimited

Dr. Gary Weitzman 
San Diego Humane Society

Desmond Wheatley 
Envision Solar

Cheryl Wilson 
St. Paul’s Senior Services

Oren Zaslansky 
Flock Freight

To Register for CEO of the Year Awards go to sdbj.com/ceo2020
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JUDGES

SAM ATTISHA
Senior Vice President/Region Manager 

Cox California   

As senior vice president and region manager for Cox 
Communications in California, Sam Attisha is 
responsible for leading employees and overseeing 
day-to-day operations in Orange County, Palos Verdes, 
San Diego and Santa Barbara. Attisha is also a member 
of Cox Communications’ National Diversity Council, 
which focuses on supporting diversity and inclusion 
within the company and in the community.
Attisha has been in his current role since July 2016. Prior 
to that, he served as vice president of business 
development and public affairs for Cox California. He 
joined Cox in 2007 as the vice president of business 
development and public affairs for San Diego, facilitating 
new business partnerships and providing leadership and 
strategic direction to the government, community, media, 
and public relations functions in San Diego.

DAVID H. CREAN
Managing Director, Ph.D., MBA 

Objective Capital Partners

At Objective Capital Partners, he leads the firm’s 
Mergers and acquisitions (M&A), corporate 
development, and valuation transactions with life 
science and healthcare companies. Dr. Crean holds 
FINRA Series 79 and Series 63 licenses and is a 
Registered Investment Banking Representative of BA 
Securities LLC, Member FINRA SIPC.  Dr. Crean also 
serves on the Boards of Directors for Histogen, Inc. 
(Nasdaq: HSTO), California Life Sciences Association 
(CLSA), Association for Corporate Growth (ACG) San 
Diego, the Alzheimer’s Association and Student 
Success Programs of the Charter School of San Diego.

She is a global leader and expert consultant strategist 
with 20 years of experience in the field of inclusion and 
diversity. She specializes in innovative tactics that 
include retooling business practices, implementing new 
technologies and pursuing advanced strategies that 
lead to an inclusive culture. She is well known in this 
field and highly regarded for her years of impact, and 
her innovative work around inclusive leadership, 
unconscious bias and global cultural training.

DONNA DEBERRY
Chief Executive O�cer

Central San Diego Black Chamber

DEBBIE MCKEON
President & CEO

San Diego Grantmakers

She is the former executive VP and COO for the 
Council of Michigan Foundations where she led the 
team in design and implementation of the strategic 
framework, suite of services, embedded DEI efforts and 
initiatives such as Census 2020. Prior to joining CMF, 
Debbie’s 30 years of experience in leadership and 
public-private partnerships includes design and 
development of the NorthSky Nonprofit Network, 
serving as co-founding board member, managing 
director and CEO of the Youth Orchestra of the 
Americas and assistant manager of the New York 
Philharmonic. Debbie has worked in 40 countries across 
six continents and is active on several nonprofit boards.

MARK STUART
President and CEO 

The San Diego Foundation

He is a fundraising and community building professional 
with 30 years of experience in all aspects of operations 
and leadership. Mark’s career has been devoted to 
helping donors realize their hopes, dreams and 
aspirations.
As President of The San Diego Foundation, he 
collaborates with the Board of Governors and is 
responsible for developing and managing relationships 
with a wide range of stakeholders to support the health 
of The Foundation and the San Diego community.
Mark has lived in San Diego for 13 years and has a 
lifelong interest in leadership studies and philanthropy.

At Objective Capital Partners, he leads the firm’s Mergers and 
acquisitions (M&A), corporate development, and valuation 
transactions with life science and healthcare companies. Dr. 
Crean holds FINRA Series 79 and Series 63 licenses and is a 
Registered Investment Banking Representative of BA 
Securities LLC, Member FINRA SIPC.  Dr. Crean also serves on 
the Boards of Directors for Histogen, Inc. (Nasdaq: HSTO), 
California Life Sciences Association (CLSA), Association for 
Corporate Growth (ACG) San Diego, the Alzheimer’s 
Association and Student Success Programs of the Charter 
School of San Diego.

Ms. de Vaca currently serves as CEO of the Corporate 
Directors Forum (CDF), an organization whose mission is 
“to help directors, and those who support them, build 
more effective boards through continuous education and 
peer-networking”. Prior to this role, she was a CDF board 
member serving on the Executive Committee and chairing 
the organization’s Programs Committee. Before joining 
CDF, she served as the Director of Corporate Relations 
and Business Development for the Graduate School of 
Business at the University of San Diego (USD), where she 
strengthened USD’s School of Business relationships with 
the business community. Earlier, she was the Chief 
Governance Officer and Corporate Secretary for Valeant 
Pharmaceuticals International and was instrumental in 
defining the new role of the Governance Executive at a 
time when burgeoning changes in corporate governance 
began to impact boardrooms on an international scale. 

CHRISTINA de VACA
Chief Executive O�cer

Corporate Directors Forum 

Gold Sponsor
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AUTOMATION SOFTWARE FOR LIFE

Work for one of the best places  
to work and the best CEO’s in  
San Diego!
Biosero employees say they:
• Are given authority to make decisions
• Like the people they work with 
• Have fun at work
• Are proud to work for Biosero

Are you looking for a challenging job where  
you can work in a collaborative, innovative  
environment and make an impact?  
Apply your tenacity and passion at Biosero!

Now hiring for:
• Electrical & Automation Engineer
• Field System Solution Architect
• Front End Web Developer
• Software Engineer
• Test Automation Engineer

www.biosero.com/company/careers

Congratulations Tom Gilman! 
Top 100 CEO in San Diego

20BIO0028 SDBJ Full Page Ad.indd   120BIO0028 SDBJ Full Page Ad.indd   1 9/24/20   8:24 AM9/24/20   8:24 AM
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CONGRATULATIONS CHÉRI PIERRE
 

For Most Admired CEO 2020 Finalist

BECOME A CORPORATE PARTNER  |  REUSE IS THE NEW RECYCLING 
We couldn’t do what we do without our corporate partners, who
helped us successfully begin receiving and refurbishing their computers.
100% of your donation will be tax deductible!

www.c2sdk.org  |  p. (858) 200-97   |  e. info@c2sdk.org
Computers 2 Kids, San Diego  |  8324 Miramar Mall, San Diego, CA 92121

Congratulations from the Computers 2 Kids Board of Directors:

• Tammy Hershfield( C2K Co-Founder), C2K Board Chair
• Larry Hershfield(C2K Co-Founder), Ranch Capital
• Larry Bloch, Financial Investor Entrepreneur
• Ray Chan, San Diego Padres
• Tom Davis, Center for Educational Innovation
• Mark Johnson, MJB Freight Systems
• Scott Kaplan, Media Personality
• Gary Levine, Gallagher Levine San Diego
• MyMy Lu, Sempra Energy
• Gus Magee, Retired, City of San Diego
• Adriana Mendoza, Cox Communications
• Rick Peters, The Legacy Foundation
• Cameron Rooke, Mercedes-Benz of Escondido
• Andreas Roell, Analytics Ventures
• Mary Valerio, Department of Justice
• David Wax, Waxie Sanitary Supply
• Rick Weitzen, Weitzen & Phillips LLP
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Congratulations Betzy Lynch 
CEO OF THE YEAR FINALIST!

Join us in building Betzy’s vision...
Through the generosity of  
our underwriters, the  
2020-2021 Arts & Ideas Season  
will be VIRTUAL and FREE  
for everyone who would  
like to participate.

Grammy-nominated vocalist 
Perla Batalla rose to 

prominence as a backup singer 
for Leonard Cohen before 

embarking on a solo career. 

VISIT: lfjcc.org/perla

EVERYONE NEEDS ART! NOW MORE THAN EVER.  
Feeling inspired?  

GIVE NOW at lfjcc.org/arts

SEASON KICKOFF 
October 8, 2020 | 7:00 pm

PERLA BATALLA
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C10-0000242-LIC

ELEVATING 
WELLNESS

10671 Roselle St. #100, San Diego, CA 92121

ORDER ONLINE FOR FREE
DELIVERY & CURBSIDE PICK-UP  
FOR SAFE SOCIAL DISTANCE SHOPPING

WWW.TORREYHOLISTICS.COM

C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S 
Congratulations to our Founder, Tony Hall, on being selected as 

one of the Finalists for the  

San Diego Business Journal’s CEO of the Year 2020!

New to cannabis or has it been awhile, 
and you don’t know where to start?
Wondering if cannabis can help with your 
health and wellness?

At Torrey Holistics, we are committed to providing  
educational resources and safe, legal, lab-tested  
cannabis to the San Diego community by offering:

 » One-on-one consultations with our sales team

 » Private, online appointments with our cannabis  
scientist, Dr. Beth, PhD

 » Ask a Scientist anonymous Q&A forum

 » Best product selection in San Diego

Cannot be combined w/ other offers. Available through delivery & curbside pickup.

 MUNCHIE MONDAY: 15% OFF EDIBLES

 TOPICAL & TINCTURE 15% TOPICALS & 
 TUESDAY: TINCTURES

 WEED WEDNESDAY: 15% OFF FLOWER

 THIRSTY THURSDAY: 15% OFF DRINKS

 DABBER SATURDAY: 15% OFF CONCENTRATES

 SUNDAY FUNDAY: 15% OFF VAPES
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UC San Diego Health congratulates 

our Chief Executive Officer Patty 

Maysent on being named a finalist 

for San Diego Business Journal’s 

CEO of the Year, and we thank her 

for her commitment to caring for  

our communities.

health.ucsd.edu

HSY-4408-SDBJ-CEO-of-the-Year-Print-Ad-FNL.indd   1HSY-4408-SDBJ-CEO-of-the-Year-Print-Ad-FNL.indd   1 9/24/20   2:02 PM9/24/20   2:02 PM
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CONGRATULATIONS TO PROMISES2KIDS CEO  

TONYA TOROSIAN!

www.promises2kids.org | (858) 278-4400 | info@promises2kids.org

Tonya has been selected as a finalist for CEO of the Year 
2020! She is committed to creating a brighter future for 
foster children® and is a leader who inspires community 
members to join Promises2Kids’ efforts in providing hope, 
support and opportunities to San Diego foster children, 
especially during this unprecedented time. 

www.promises2kids.org | (858) 278-4400 | info@promises2kids.org

especially during this unprecedented time. 

SIMONA VALANCIUTE
SAN DIEGO OASIS

CEO OF THE YEAR FINALIST 

Congratulations 

SanDiegoOasis.org

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO OUR CEO, 
NATHAN ROGGE, 
FOR BEING NAMED 
A 2020 CEO OF THE 
YEAR FINALIST.

Presented by the San Diego Business Journal, this award honors local 
industry leaders’ great achievements within their companies and in the 
community. Congratulations to Nathan and all of the finalists! 

858.847.4720 | banksocal.com

BlackOwned        is  
creating and curating  

a collection of 
Black Owned businesses

Congratulations to our 
incredible BlackOwned      

CEO, Quentin Anderson, 
for being a finalist in The 

San Diego Business Journal’s 
2020 CEO of the Year Awards! 

 

BlackOwned      is so proud of you 
and thankful for what you do 

(which is everything)!

BlackOwned
1420 Kettner Blvd #122 
San Diego, CA 92101  

Info@BlackOwned.com 
www.BlackOwned.com 
(310) 861-9976

TM

TM

TM

TM
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R a c h e l  L .
H a r r i s

THANK YOU FOR SUCCESSFULLY

LEADING OUR 400 EMPLOYEES AS THEY

TRANSFORM THE LIVES OF CHILDREN

AND ADULTS WITH INTELLECTUAL AND

DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s

C E O  O F  T H E  Y E A R  F i n a l i s t

T M I - I N C . O R G  

Congratulations
to Helen Woodward Animal 
Center CEO, Mike Arms
on being nominated for San Diego Business
Journal’s 2020 CEO of the Year.

animalcenter.org

People Helping 
Animals
  and Animals
   Helping People

Adoptions

Humane Education

Therapy

www.sdbj.com September 28, 202056  



With Kathie at its helm, SBCS

has grown from a small drop-in 

center to one of the largest 

social service and community 

development agencies in San

Diego County,

          

       . SBCS is recognized locally 

and state-wide for its innovative, 

strengths-based approach to supporting 

the well-being and prosperity of children, 

youth and families.

Learn more about SBCS’ work to 

strengthen communities by visiting

SouthBayCommunityServices.org.

President and CEO Kathie Lembo

South Bay Community Services' 

Board of Directors and staff congratulate 

on being named a finalist for 2020

Non-Profit CEO of the Year by the 

San Diego Business Journal.

                     touching the 

lives of more than 50,000 each

year

I am honored to accept this wonderful
recognition on behalf of an amazing 
team of Children’s Paradise heroes. 
Each person has continued to serve 
children and families selflessly throughout
the entire COVID-19 pandemic. Every day
our team works tirelessly to ensure that
children have magical places to learn 
and that their essential needs are met, 
regardless of the income of their families.
Every child deserves to begin life with
big dreams!

C
JULIE LOWEN

SAN DIEGO
BUSINESS JOURNAL

2 020  
C E O  O F  T H E  Y E A R

FINALIST

“

”

SDBJ_JulieLowen_Ad_FINAL_Layout 1  9/23/20  12:38 PM  Page 1

CONGRATULATIONS!

Lisa Paul-Hill grew up in Encinitas and graduated from the 
University of San Diego. As a native, she has always sought 
to positively impact our community. In 2017, she was 
chosen to lead Wheelhouse Credit Union to enhance the 
Member experience and to help our beautiful City thrive.

Founded in 1934, Wheelhouse has been serving those who 
live and work in our community with a full suite of financial 
services. They are best known for being San Diego’s 
#1 Solar Loan Financer.

President & CEO, 
Wheelhouse Credit Union

Finalist,
2020 CEO of the Year

LISA
PAUL-HILL

Wheelhouse Credit Union is formerly known as San Diego Metropolitan Credit Union and is open to all San Diegans.
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President: Doreen Casuto, RN, MRA, CRRN, CCM • 7851 Mission Center Ct #103 San Diego, CA 92108 
Phone: 619-299-9922 • Fax: 619-299-9932 • Info @Rehabcarecoord.com • www.rehabcarecoord.com

RCC specializes in Home Assessment, Long-Term Case Management and life care planning for patients with 
traumatic brain, spinal cord or orthopedic injuries, oncology/cancer and mental illnesses. We were the first case 

management and life care planning company in San Diego, and our staff has a combined 200 years of nursing 
experience. All our experience and expertise is focused on providing you with the best possible analysis, medical 

justification, and recommendations to maximize the patient’s abilities while minimizing their disability.

Rehabilitation Care Coordination has been a comprehensive nationwide Case Management 
and Life Care Planning service provider for more than 30 years.

CONGRATULATIONS TO DOREEN CASUTO, 
CEO OF THE YEAR FINALIST!

Ranked #30 nationally among charities 
that support military and veteran families, 
STEP was founded by Veterans who believe 
that with the right tools and knowledge, 
every service member can build a strong 
financial future while retaining their basic 
needs. Learn more about how you can help 
those sacrificing so much to serve our 
country at stepsocal.org.

Stepsocal.org | (858)-695-6810 | 501(c)(3) Nonprofit | EIN: 20-3051279 | CFC: 71984 | 4-Star Charity NavigatorStepsocal.org | (858)-695-6810 | 501(c)(3) Nonprofit | EIN: 20-3051279 | CFC: 71984 | 4-Star Charity Navigator

CONGRATS, TONY!

THANK YOU FOR 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE!

Building financial self-sufficiency among our military and veteran families 
through financial counseling, education, and grant.

CEO Award Ad.indd   1CEO Award Ad.indd   1 9/22/20   1:15 PM9/22/20   1:15 PM

At Mee�ng Sites Pro, our solu�ons are completely customizable to 
fit your unique needs. From individual services to complete 

turnkey mee�ng management, we have the tools, exper�se, and 
resources to make your mee�ng a success.

YOUR MEETING IS OUR PASSION

OUR SOLUTIONS INCLUDE

Michelle Harty, CEO

Contact Us NOW at 619-749-1133 or info@mee�ngsitespro.com.
FOLLOW us on         and LIKE us on         at Mee�ng Sites Pro, Inc.

www.mee�ngsitespro.com AND www.smsquared.com

“When We Meet, We Change The World”

• Full Service Mee�ng Management
• Virtual / Hybrid Mee�ngs
• Site Selec�on / Contract Nego�a�ons
• Audio Visual Equipment

• A La Carte Services
• GSA Schedule
• Risk Management
• On-Site Services
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