
The San Diego Business Journal’s third annual Leaders in Law Awards honors San Diego’s top lawyers 
and in-house general counsel attorneys. The finalists’ accomplishments and community involvement 
were impressive. On behalf of the San Diego Business Journal, I want to thank our presenting sponsor 
Signature Resolution and our judging panel; Peter Callstrom, CEO, San Diego Workforce Partnership, 
David H. Crean, Managing General Partner, Coast BioVentures, LLC, Christina de Vaca, CEO, Corporate 
Directors Forum, Matthew Fehling, President & CEO, Better Business Bureau Serving the Pacific 
Southwest, Jennifer Jacobus, PHRca, SHRM-CP, Director of HR Services, San Diego Employers 
Association and Jason Paguio, President & CEO, Asian Business Association San Diego. They join us in 
congratulating the 2021 finalists. The winners will be announced in the November 15, 2021 publication.
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Peter Callstrom has led San 
Diego nonprofits for 30+ years 
and the San Diego Workforce 
Partnership since 2012, 
delivering workforce programs 
to thousands of job seekers 
annually. Recognized as the 
most innovative workforce 
board (550 nationally), SDWP 
is a nationally recognized 
leader. Peter was named 
“Nonprofit CEO of Year”
by the San Diego Business 
Journal in 2021.

By consistently challenging 
the status quo, Matthew 
Fehling has spent over 
26 years pushing the 
boundaries to ensure Better 
Business Bureau (BBB) 
remains a trusted, top of 
mind brand. As President 
& CEO of BBB Pacific 
Southwest, Matthew has 
become a nationally praised 
leader for his reimagined, 
business-forward 
implementation of the BBB 
mission, amongst many 
other accolades. 

Jason Paguio is the President 
and CEO of the Asian Business 
Association San Diego. He 
brings vision and expertise 
across a multiplicity of sectors, 
including development of 
minority-owned business, 
establishment and coordination 
of high-impact multi-agency 
collaborative efforts, and 
advocacy for San Diego’s many 
diverse communities. Jason 
was recently named “CEO of 
the Year’’ by SDBJ and was 
the youngest person to be 
recognized as one of “San 
Diego’s 500 Most Influential 
People’’ while in his early 30s.

Jennifer Jacobus has worked 
for the San Diego Employers 
Association since 1988 and is 
considered an expert in the 
field of Human Resources.  
Jennifer oversees the 
operations of the Association 
while still engaging with the 
SDEA members to further 
SDEA’s mission to be San 
Diego’s top Strategic HR 
Partner. 

David H. Crean is Managing 
General Partner of Coast 
BioVentures LLC and a 
Managing Partner for Cardiff 
Advisory LLC providing 
venture investment, M&A and 
strategic advisory investment 
banking. Dr. Crean also serves 
in leading Board of Director 
roles for several public, private 
and non-profit companies. Dr. 
Crean has served as President 
of the Association for Corporate 
Growth (ACG) San Diego for 
the past two years.

Christina de Vaca is the 
Chief Executive Officer at the 
Corporate Directors Forum 
(CDF). Before joining CDF, 
she served as the Director 
of Corporate Relations and 
Business Development for the 
Graduate School of Business 
at the University of San Diego 
(USD). In that role, she was 
responsible for building and 
strengthening USD’s School 
of Business relationships with 
the business community, as 
well as customizing executive 
education programs for 
corporate clients.

LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER

THANK YOU TO OUR JUDGES AND SPONSORS

—  Barb Chodos, President & Publisher, San Diego Business Journal
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Our Mission: To steward life-long learning, advanced knowledge, and 
optimum health. We want to change the world by empowering people to 
reclaim their health and unlock their fullest potential. We want to help 
people live longer, happier, and healthier lives.

ADAM GISLASON
Leaders in Law Final ist

For more information vis i t  CYMBIOTIKA.COM
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Congratulations to HFM

Partners Jonathan Grissom

and Kirsten Worley who have

been recognized by the San

Diego Business Journal as

“Leaders in Law” finalists. 

This is a well-deserved recognition of

your diligence and dedication to your

clients, our firm, and our legal

community. Thanks to both of you and

all of the finalists for your leadership!

401 West A St. Suite 2600

San Diego, CA 92101

Phone: (619) 236-1551

Fax: (619) 696-1410

@higgslaw

@higgsfletcher

@Higgs-Fletcher-&-Mack

www.higgslaw.com

JONATHAN A. GRISSOM KIRSTEN A. WORLEY
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Congratulations to our founder, 
Sarah T. Schaffer, for being 
named a finalist in San Diego 
Business Journal’s 2021 Leaders 
in the Law Awards!

Solutions for Transitioning Families

858-509-7907 • stsoffice@sts.legal

San Diego Office
12520 High Bluff Drive
Suite 380
San Diego, CA 92130

Carlsbad Office
2173 Salk Avenue
Suite 250
Carlsbad, CA 92008
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Employment Law Management
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Business Litigation

Personal Injury - Defendants
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Professional Liability
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Headquarters in San Diego County; ranked by market capitalization as of June 30, 2021

Rank
Company
Website

Market
capitalization

as of 6/30/2021

Revenue
FY 2020
FY 2019
% + (-)

Net income
2020
(-)

Exchange
Symbol Business description Principal

1
(1)

Qualcomm Inc.
www.qualcomm.com $161.23B

$23.53B
$24.27B

(3)
$5.2B Nasdaq

QCOM
Provider of wireless

technologies & services Cristiano Amon

2
(2)

Illumina Inc.
www.illumina.com $69.09B

$3.24B
$3.54B

(9)
$656M Nasdaq

ILMN Genomics company Francis deSouza

3
(4)

Sempra Energy
www.sempra.com $41.73B

$11.37B
$10.83B

5
$3.93B NYSE

SRE

Provides electric, natural
gas & related products &

services
Jeffrey W. Martin

4
(3)

Dexcom Inc.
www.dexcom.com $41.29B

$1.93B
$1.48B

31
$493.6M Nasdaq

DXCM Medical device company Kevin Sayer

5
(5)

ResMed
ResMed.com $35.91B

$2.96B
$2.61B

13
$474.51M NYSE

RMD Medical device company Michael Farrell

6
(6)

Realty Income Corp.
www.realtyincome.com $25.37B

$1.65B
$1.49B

11
$395.49M NYSE

O

Integrated & self
administered real estate

investment trust
Sumit Roy

7
(NR)

TuSimple Holdings Inc.
www.tusimple.com $14.89B

$1.84M
$710,000

160
($177.87M) Nasdaq

TSP Trucking company Cheng Lu

8
(7)

Neurocrine Biosciences Inc.
www.neurocrine.com $9.21B

$1.05B
$788.09M

33
$407.3M Nasdaq

NBIX Biotechnology company Kevin Gorman

9
(11)

Mirati Therapeutics
www.mirati.com $8.34B

$13.4M
$3.34M

302
($358.07M) Nasdaq

MRTX
Biopharmaceutical

company David Meek

10
(NR)

Fate Therapeutics Inc.
www.fatetherapeutics.com $8.18B

$31.43M
$10.68M

194
($173.39M) Nasdaq

FATE Biotechnology company Scott Wolchko

11
(12)

Halozyme
www.halozyme.com $6.46B

$267.59M
$195.99M

37
$129.09M Nasdaq

HALO Pharmaceutical company Helen Torley

12
(24)

Callaway Golf Co.
www.callawaygolf.com $6.27B

$1.59B
$1.7B

(7)
($126.93M) NYSE

ELY
Manufacturer of golf
clubs, balls & attire Oliver Brewer

13
(NR)

Petco Health and Wellness Company, Inc.(1)

www.petco.com $6.23B(2)
$4.43B(3)

$4.39B(4)

1
($95.87M)(3)

Nasdaq
WOOF(5)

Retailer of premium pet
consumables, supplies,
and companion animals

and services

Ron Coughlin

14
(NR)

Tandem Diabetes Care Inc.
www.tandemdiabetes.com $6.13B

$498.83M
$362.31M

38
($34.38M) Nasdaq

TNDM Medical device company John Sheridan

15
(9)

Ionis Pharmaceuticals Inc.
www.ionispharma.com $5.63B

$729.26M
$1.12B

(35)
($451.29M) Nasdaq

IONS Pharmaceutical company Brett Monia, Ph.D.

16
(17)

Teradata Corp.
www.teradata.com $5.44B

$1.84B
$1.9B

(3)
$129M NYSE

TDC

Provider of database and
analytics-related

software, products, and
services

Stephen McMillan

17
(8)

Quidel Corp.
www.quidel.com $5.33B

$1.66B
$534.89M

211
$810.29M Nasdaq

QDEL
Health care diagnostic

testing developer Douglas Bryant

18
(NR)

Maravai LifeSciences Holdings, Inc.
www.maravai.com $4.77B

$284.1M
$143.14M

98
$76.89M Nasdaq

MRVI Biotechnology company Carl Hull

19
(18)

AMN Healthcare
www.amnhealthcare.com $4.58B

$2.39B
$2.22B

8
$70.67M NYSE

AMN
Temporary health care

staffing company Susan Salka

20
(25)

Innovative Industrial Properties Inc.
www.innovativeindustrialproperties.com $4.57B

$116.9M
$44.67M

162
$65.73M NYSE

IIPR
Real estate investment

trust Paul E. Smithers

21
(13)

Arena Pharmaceuticals Inc.
www.arenapharm.com $4.16B

$319,000
$806.43M ($404.73M) Nasdaq

ARNA
Biopharmaceutical

company Amit Munshi

22
(10)

Acadia Pharmaceuticals Inc.
www.acadia-pharm.com $3.92B

$441.76M
$339.08M

30
($281.58M) Nasdaq

ACAD Pharmaceutical company Stephen Davis

na Not applicable
Sources: Yahoo Finance.
Due to rounding off, some percentages appear incorrect.
To the best of our knowledge, this information is accurate as of press time. While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy and thoroughness of 
the list, omissions and typographical errors sometimes occur. Please send corrections or additions to the Research Department at the San Diego 
Business Journal. Eric Alderete, eeaallddeerreettee@@ssddbbjj..ccoomm. This list may not be reprinted in whole or in part without prior written permission from the 
editor. Some companies have declined to participate or did not return a survey by press time. It is not the intent of this list to endorse the participants

or to imply a company's size or numerical rank indicates its quality.
(1) Previously listed as Petco Animal Supplies Inc.
(2) As of 7/31/2021
(3) As of 1/31/2020
(4) As of 1/31/2019
(5) Listed IPO in Jan. 2021. Previously listed as PETC
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F I N A L I S T S

NANCY  STAGG
Partner and Offi ce 

Managing Partner of San 
Diego Offi ce

Kilpatrick Townsend

JEFF  STOKE
Partner

Procopio

JASON 
TAMASHIRO
General Counsel

CIRE Equity

MARTIN  TOGNI
Partner

Allen Matkins

JENNIFER 
TROWBRIDGE

Junior Partner

Jacko Law Group, PC

ROBERT  TYSON
Founder and Strategic 

Managing Partner

Tyson & Mendes LLP

LAUREN VEGA
Class Action Lawyer/

Shareholder

Ferraro Vega Employment 
Lawyers, Inc.

BEN WAGNER
Partner 

Troutman Pepper 

DANIEL WEINER
Attorney Founder Weiner 

Law

Weiner Law 

KIRSTEN WORLEY
Partner 

Higgs Fletcher & Mack LLP

DEBRA WYMAN
Partner

Robbins Geller Rudman & 
Dowd LLP

BRYCE YOUNG
Associate

Duane Morris LLP

www.sheppardmullin.com 

The attorneys in Sheppard Mullin’s  
San Diego and Del Mar offices 

Congratulate former firm Chairman
 Guy N. Halgren

on being selected by the San Diego Business Journal  
as one of San Diego’s Leaders in Law

 Guy exemplifies Sheppard Mullin’s commitment to put  
clients first and provide superior legal representation  

to our valued clients around the world.
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Honored to be  
counted with  
those who  
consistently  
step up.

Honored to be  
counted with  
those who  
consistently  
step up.

www.stepstonegroup.comPrivate Equity • Infrastructure • Private Debt • Real Estate

StepStone Group (Nasdaq: STEP) is a global private 
markets investment firm focused on providing 
customized investment solutions and advisory and 
data services to our clients. StepStone partners with its 
clients to develop and build private markets portfolios 
designed to meet their specific objectives across the 
private equity, infrastructure, private debt and real 
estate asset classes.

Providing Access & Solutions  
Across the Private Markets
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