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KIMBERLY J. BECKER 
PRESIDENT AND CEO, SAN DIEGO COUNTY REGIONAL 
AIRPORT AUTHORITY

With over 30 years of experience in the aviation industry, 
Kimberly Becker is responsible for management oversight 
of the Airport Authority and San Diego International Airport, 
the busiest single-runway airport in the country. Becker also 
serves on the boards of the San Diego Regional Chamber of 
Commerce, the San Diego Regional EDC and the San Diego 
Tourism Authority.

PETER CALLSTROM
CEO, SAN DIEGO WORKFORCE PARTNERSHIP

Peter Callstrom has led San Diego nonprofits for over 30 years 
and the SDWP since 2012, delivering workforce programs 
to more than 100,000 area job seekers annually. Callstrom, 
recipient of the “WIOA Trailblazer” award, is a nationally 
recognized leader and was named SDBJ’s Nonprofit CEO of 
Year in 2021. Under his leadership, SDWP launched an Income 
Share Agreement fund in 2018 which offers innovative student 
financing that creates post-secondary pathways without student 
debt.

BETSY BRENNAN 
CEO, DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO PARTNERSHIP 

Betsy Brennan leads a member-based organization that 
promotes an economically and culturally vibrant urban center 
for Downtown San Diego residents, visitors and business 
employees. Recognized as one of SDBJ’s 2019 Business 
Women of the Year, Brennan previously worked as chief of 
staff for then-City Council President Scott Peters and also 
held executive positions at Cal Poly and Tahoe Forest Health 
System.

CASEY CASTILLO
INTERIM CEO, JACOBS & CUSHMAN SAN DIEGO FOOD BANK

Casey Castillo, who joined the nonprofit in 2008, is the food 
bank’s interim CEO while also holding the titles of vice president 
of administration and chief financial officer. In his current role, 
Castillo provides oversight for all of the organization’s financial, 
administrative, HR and IT operations. He has more than 
ten years of nonprofit management, executive and financial 
experience and has served on the board for the El Futuro Credit 
Union, an organization that provides financial services for 
working and underserved families.

GIB BOSWORTH
VICE PRESIDENT OF STRATEGIC INITIATIVES AND 
OUTREACH, GARY SINESE FOUNDATION

After a 30-year career at GE, Gib Bosworth joined the Gary 
Sinese Foundation in 2021 to help provide world-class 
support to the nations’ defenders, first responders and frontline 
workers. Bosworth is helping the prestigious foundation 
focus on expanding its mission, bringing passionate patriots, 
veterans, business leaders, companies of all sizes and 
volunteers together to meet the ever-growing needs of the vital 
communities the foundation serves.

NIKIA CLARKE
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
WORLD TRADE CENTER, SAN DIEGO REGIONAL EDC

Since joining the EDC in 2015, Nikia Clark has helped focus the 
organization’s strategy for regional economic development and 
global competitiveness. Clarke has a PhD from the University 
of Oxford and co-founded and directed the Oxford University 
China Africa Network, an international academic organization 
that enhances linkages between industry, policy and academia. 
Her doctoral research on emerging markets investment strategy 
included extensive field work in China and Nigeria.

STEPHANIE BROWN
CEO & FOUNDER, THE ROSIE NETWORK

As the spouse of retired SEAL Admiral Tom Brown, Stephanie 
Brown has built a network of more than 30,000 veteran 
and military spouse business owners by providing no-cost 
entrepreneurial training, membership and Rosie’s List -- the 
largest searchable data base of its kind. Brown has been 
named an SBA Small Business Champion of the Year and is a 
sought-after speaker on military families and entrepreneurship.

SHARON CLOWARD
PRESIDENT, PORT TENANTS ASSOCIATION

Sharon Cloward has run the San Diego Port Tenants 
Association since 2004. The association includes more than 
300 businesses -- from ship builders to shopping centers 
and restaurants -- representing the five cities that surround 
San Diego Bay. Under Cloward’s steady leadership, the 
association’s membership has increased by 40 percent.

ERIK BRUVOLD
CEO, SAN DIEGO NORTH EDC

An economic and workforce development expert with more 
than 25 years of experience in higher education and nonprofit 
management positions, Erik Bruvold is responsible for all 
council operations, economic development services and 
regional economic research and analysis. Since he took 
the helm at the organization in 2017, Bruvold has refocused 
the SDNEDC on core economic development activities and 
engaged more than 80 local and out of region businesses in 
their business recruitment, attraction and retention efforts.

MARK CAFFERTY
CEO, SAN DIEGO REGIONAL EDC

Mark Cafferty sits at the epicenter of a unique collaboration of 
business, trade, community and education leaders who have 
redefined the San Diego’s economic development strategy and 
cemented the region as a global economy powerhouse. Cafferty, 
who has headed the influential nonprofit since 2012, led the 
transformation to a privately funded, data-driven organization 
providing direct assistance to more than 300 companies annually. 
He’s served in numerous public-sector leadership positions and 
been a sought-after consultant on workforce development efforts 
across the country.

JULIE COKER
PRESIDENT & CEO, SAN DIEGO TOURISM AUTHORITY

Julie Coker oversees an organization that promotes San 
Diego as a top global tourism destination. A veteran hospitality 
industry professional with over 25 years of experience, Coker 
is highly skilled in account management, account service, 
results-focused management, start-up operations and brand 
strategies. She also serves on the boards of CalTravel, San 
Deigo Regional Center and the San Diego Regional EDC.

TAMARA CRAVER
PRESIDENT & CEO, REALITY CHANGERS

Craver brings more than 20 years of fundraising and executive 
leadership experience to her role helming Reality Changers. 
She currently serves on the Advisory Council for The Black 
Community Investment Fund at The San Diego Foundation 
and the board of directors for San Diego Squared. Prior to 
joining Reality Changers in 2019, Craver was the director 
of The Posse Foundation in Los Angeles, where her team 
doubled the number of students served -- and tripled the 
foundation’s revenue.
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DEBERRY
DONNA

CONGRATULATIONS

PLEASE VISIT SDBLACKCHAMBER.ORG

Donna Deberry is currently the CEO of the Central San Diego Black Chamber of Commerce and 
the Vice President of Global Inclusion for Seismic.

She has more than 20 years of experience leading diversity and inclusion programs at global 
organizations, including leadership positions at Starbucks Corporation, Nike, Indeed and Wyndham 
Worldwide. She’s also consulted numerous household-name brands on their diversity and inclusion 
strategies, including Sony, Samsung, Coca-Cola, Toyota, Home Depot, McDonald’s, Pepsi, the NBA, 
the NFL, the Olympics, AARP and many others.

Donna has raised $3 million for San Diego Black-owned businesses.

Her work includes co-producing segments for The Oprah Winfrey Show and producing the award-
winning documentaries.

Donna’s expertise in the global diversity space has been featured in media outlets including Fortune, 
Time, Money, Newsweek, Essence, Black Enterprise, and Diversity Inc. 

The CA Diversity Council recognized her with their Diversity Leaders Award.

She was selected as a Woman of Distinction for Mayor Todd Gloria’s
annual Women of Distinction Awards.

She has been honored in Diversity Professional International Magazine
with the Women of Excellence Legacy Award.

Donna Deberry has been recognized as one of
San Diego’s most influential and impactful people.
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CHRISTINA DE VACA
CEO, CORPORATE DIRECTORS FORUM

Christina de Vaca runs an organization whose mission is to 
help corporate directors, and those who support them, build 
more effective boards through continuous education and 
peer-networking. De Vaca started with organization in 2008 
as a board member herself and took the helm at the Forum in 
2017. Earlier in her career, she served as director of corporate 
relations and business development for the Graduate School 
of Business at USD and also as chief governance officer and 
corporate secretary for Valeant Pharmaceuticals.

ELIZABETH FITZSIMONS
PRESIDENT AND CEO, EPISCOPAL COMMUNITY SERVICES

In 2021, Elizabeth Fitzsimons took the helm at Episcopal 
Community Services, a nonprofit that provides early childhood 
education, substance addiction treatment and homeless 
transitional housing across 22 locations. Fitzsimons leads an 
organization that serves 7,000 people annually, inspiring children, 
empowering adults and transforming communities by providing 
vital, high-quality social services. She was previously VP of 
leadership and engagement at the San Diego Regional Chamber 
of Commerce, where she directed LEAD San Diego. She also is a 
City of San Diego library commissioner.

DONNA DEBERRY
CEO, CENTRAL SAN DIEGO BLACK CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE

In addition to her leadership role at the Central San Diego Black 
Chamber, which she assumed in 2020, Donna Deberry currently 
serves as the vice president of global inclusion at San Diego-based 
Seismic Software. A nationally recognized expert on diversity 
and inclusion, DeBerry formerly served as director of inclusion at 
Indeed, the world’s number one job site. She also has spearheaded 
numerous diversity initiatives at Starbucks and Nike. In 2020, she 
helped raise $1 million for the Black Business Relief Fund’s efforts 
to aid Black-owned businesses impacted by COVID-19.

JAMES FLOROS
PRESIDENT AND CEO, IMPACT THE CHANGE

After leading the Jacobs & Cushman San Diego Food Bank 
for nearly a decade, Jim Floros took the helm at Impact the 
Change in 2021. ITC is dedicated to providing environmentally 
conscious solar-powered refrigeration units to feeding 
organizations, including food banks and food pantries, across 
the U.S. The organization’s “green” technology reduces food 
waste, allowing less food to end up in landfills and more food to 
feed the hungry. In 2020, Floros was SDBJ’s CEO of the Year 
winner in the Nonprofit category.

CAROL DEDRICH
CEO, GIRL SCOUTS SAN DIEGO

As the local leader of Girl Scouts San Diego since 2016, Carol 
Dedrich oversees a staff of 120 while guiding a network of 
11,000 volunteers supporting the development of more than 
23,000 area girls in grades K through 12. Dedrich is committed 
to helping girls and women develop their courage, confidence, 
curiosity and leadership character and has over 20 years 
of executive experience working in the government/military, 
corporate and nonprofit sectors.  

ANDRE DOUZDJIAN
CFO, SANDAG

As chief financial officer, Andre Douzdjian has helped position 
the influential regional agency’s efforts to operate and succeed 
in Southern California’s rapidly changing transportation 
environment. In his role with the agency, Douzdjian develops 
and implements debt and investment strategies that deliver 
transportation programs and projects for the region. In 2020, 
he was honored as SDBJ’s CFO of the Year in the Government 
Agency category.

PAUL DOWNEY
PRESIDENT, CEO, SERVING SENIORS

For 26 years, Paul Downey has been helping impoverished 
area seniors live healthier and more fulfilling lives, something 
he calls “feeding smiles.” Under Downey’s leadership, the 
agency has increased service capacity to help area low-
income and homeless older adults. In 2020, the organization 
developed meal service overnight after facilities closed due to 
the pandemic. Since March 2020, Serving Seniors has provided 
2.1 million meals, a 145% increase in service. 

LISA EASTERLY
PRESIDENT AND CEO, SAN DIEGO CYBER CENTER OF 
EXCELLENCE

An innovative executive experienced in economic development, 
industry clusters, nonprofit management, finance, marketing 
and communications, Lisa Easterly runs the CCOE, a nonprofit 
created to address cybersecurity, workforce and economic 
development and infrastructure challenges within industry, 
academia and government. Easterly previously served as VP 
of marketing for the San Diego Regional EDC and business 
development manager for Latham & Watkins. She is a founding 
board member of Cleantech San Diego.

MARTY GORSICH
CEO, CENTURY CLUB OF SAN DIEGO

Marty Gorsich leads the Century Club, the nonprofit that 
operates the Farmers Insurance Open at Torrey Pines, an 
event that benefits the region economically and charitably. As 
the only annual golf event with a national and international 
broadcast audience, the tournament showcases San Diego to 
millions, drives tourism and generates millions in revenue for 
area businesses.

JODIE GRENIER
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, FOUNDATION FOR WOMEN 
WARRIORS

Jodie Grenier runs a 101-year-old nonprofit that empowers 
female military veterans in their transition to civilian life. A 
military veteran herself, Grenier enlisted in the Marine Corps 
out of high school and was deployed to Iraq twice. Through her 
personal story, advocacy and the organization's impactful work, 
she has aided countless “women warriors” and created lasting, 
positive change for area military families.
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LISETTE ISLAS 
EXECUTIVE VP AND CHIEF IMPACT OFFICER, MAAC

Since 2014, Lisette Islas has led MAAC’s staff of 500, which 
is focused on economic development, affordable housing and 
early childhood education across San Diego County. Islas, 
who specializes in community development and engagement, 
previously was VP of civic engagement and programs at 
the Jacobs Center for Neighborhood Innovation. She is also 
a board member of the Burnham Center for Community 
Advancement and South County EDC.

CHERYL KILMER
CEO, TERI INC.

Since founding TERI in 1980, Cheryl Kilmer has been the 
nonprofit charitable organization’s only CEO. TERI provides 
support to children and adults with autism and other disabilities, 
offering everything from educational support and job training 
to residential programs. TERI specializes in serving individuals 
who have needs which cannot be met by other existing 
programs. Kilmer, who holds a Master’s degree from the 
University of Michigan, has grown the organization to now serve 
over 850 children and adults while employing more than 500 
professional and paraprofessional staff.

KATHRYN LEMBO
PRESIDENT AND CEO, SOUTH BAY COMMUNITY SERVICES

During her more than 30 years at the helm of South Bay 
Community Services, Kathryn Lembo has transformed the 
agency from a tiny drop-in center for at-risk youth into one of 
the largest social service agencies in San Diego County. An 
innovative, forward-thinking leader, Lembo recently spearheaded 
the creation of the Unaccompanied Youth Shelter at the San 
Diego Convention Center, which during the pandemic has 
become the gold standard for other shelters and programs of its 
kind across the country.

MARCO LI MANDRI
PRESIDENT, NEW CITY AMERICA

Marco Li Mandri has been involved in business district revitalization 
efforts since 1988. His company, New City America, has established 
90 Business Improvement Districts/Community Benefit Districts 
across the U.S. One of the most visible examples of Li Mandri’s 
managed districts is San Diego’s Little Italy, now one of San Diego’s 
most popular neighborhoods -- and a successful cultural model for 
Italian neighborhoods across the country. A native San Diegan, Li 
Mandri has built New City America into one of the premier business 
district revitalization companies on the west coast.

CARLOS HIGUERA
FORMER PRESIDENT, TIJUANA EDC

Carlos Higuera heads the influential organization that 
promotes business opportunities and investment in Tijuana. 
A veteran human resources and general administration 
management professional, Higuera, who took the helm at the 
Tijuana EDC in 2018, has managed thousands of employees 
at world-class manufacturing companies, including Pioneer 
and Kenmex/Kendall (Medtronic). He currently serves as CEO 
at PCM Corporativo, a Tijuana-based firm that recruits skilled 
workers for the manufacturing industry. 

HASAN IKHRATA
EXEC. DIRECTOR, SANDAG 

Hasan Ikhrata and his staff at the San Diego Association 
of Governments develop public policy initiatives for elected 
officials from each of the region’s 19 local governments. 
Since joining SANDAG in 2018, Ikhrata has spearheaded the 
regional effort to bolster the area’s land-use, transportation 
and public safety policies. He is also the CEO of the SANDAG 
Service Bureau, which offers customized demographic and 
economic studies, data and analysis, and transportation 
modeling.

DARRAH JOHNSON 
CEO, PLANNED PARENTHOOD OF THE PACIFIC 
SOUTHWEST

Darrah Johnson has been at the helm of Planned Parenthood 
of the Pacific Southwest since 2006. With a Master’s degree in 
counseling psychology, Johnson directs an organization that 
provides reproductive health care services to residents across 
San Diego, Riverside and Imperial counties. The nonprofit 
operates 17 centers throughout the region, serving more 
than 150,000 people a year. In 2018, she was honored by the 
national Planned Parenthood organization with the Ruth Green 
Award for Outstanding Leadership. 

RUDOLPH A. JOHNSON, III
PRESIDENT & CEO, NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE ASSOCIATION

Rudolph Johnson has led the Neighborhood House Association 
since 2006. Johnson was recruited to manage operations, 
programs, resources and systems -- and lead the turnaround 
-- at the $80 million, 800-empoyee agency that is a cornerstone 
of the San Diego community. Providing multiple community 
outreach and social services programs, Johnson has helped the 
organization move from a community-based board to a board 
now comprised of a mix of business and community leaders. In 
2020, he received the Bridge Builder Award from the USS Midway 
Museum’s Diversity and Inclusion Committee.

PENNY MAUS
DIRECTOR OF REAL ESTATE AND AIRPORT 
MANAGEMENT, CITY OF SAN DIEGO

Appointed in 2021, Penny Maus is leading the transformation of 
the City of San Diego’s Department of Real Estate and Airport 
Management, making key decisions that impact the Sports 
Arena, Petco Park, municipal airports, Mission Bay, Balboa 
Park and other landmark properties. On CREW–SD's board, 
Maus also helps support and advance women in the real estate 
industry. She previously managed the real estate department 
for the Port of San Diego.  

TRACY MORRIS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, BLUE HEART FOUNDATION

Tracy Morris leads a nonprofit organization that aids 
underserved African American male youth ages 13-18 in 
the greater San Diego County community. The Blue Heart 
Foundation, which Morris founded in 2013, offers a holistic 
mentoring program through adult and peer mentorship that 
facilitates positive interactions, education, empowerment and 
emotional well-being. Morris said he wanted to create a “safe 
place to learn and grow” after navigating his own challenging 
upbringing in southeast San Diego. 
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CLIFFORD RIPPETOE
CEO, SAN DIEGO CONVENTION CENTER CORPORATION

Clifford “Rip” Rippetoe led the Convention Center during 
the COVID-19 pandemic as it served as a homeless shelter 
and also as a shelter for migrant children before safely 
reopening for events in August. Rippetoe, who has guided 
the organization since 2016, has had a long and successful 
career in venue management and operations, working in 
the for-profit sector as well as not-for-profit and government 
sectors. Previously president and CEO of the Kentucky State 
Fair Board, Rippetoe serves on many area boards, including 
the Chamber of Commerce, San Diego Regional EDC and 
Jacobs & Cushman San Diego Food Bank.

DEBRA ROSEN 
CEO, NORTH SAN DIEGO BUSINESS CHAMBER

Since Debra Rosen came to the North San Diego Business 
Chamber in 2009, the organization has undergone a remarkable 
turnaround, earning a five-star accreditation from the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce, the only chamber to receive the 
distinction in San Diego County, and one of just 10 five-star 
accredited chambers in California. During her tenure, Rosen has 
developed and implemented strategic plans, restored profitability 
for member programs and won market share in competitive 
regions while delivering growth. Every year, she hosts San 
Diego Women's Week to inspire, empower and connect women 
in business. She also is a member of the SDG&E Community 
Advisory Council. 

NANCY SASAKI 
PRESIDENT AND CEO, UNITED WAY OF SAN DIEGO

Nancy L. Sasaki, who’s led United Way of San Diego County 
since 2018, has dedicated her career to serving the poor, 
working poor, children and homeless populations. Prior to 
taking the reins at the nonprofit, Sasaki was executive director 
at San Diego-based Alliance Healthcare Foundation and also 
served as executive VP at Planned Parenthood of the Pacific 
Southwest. She has a Master’s in community health from the 
University of Texas at Austin and was recognized as one of 
SDBJ’s Business Women of the Year in 2019.

CATHRYN NACARIO
CEO, NAMI SAN DIEGO

Cathryn Nacario helms the San Diego affiliate of NAMI – 
the National Alliance of Mental Illnesses. The organization, 
headquartered in Arlington, Virginia, first opened a branch in 
San Diego in the early 1970s. Nacario, who is a registered 
nurse, has a wealth of experience and knowledge in healthcare 
operations and development in both the nonprofit and for-profit 
sectors. Before taking the helm at NAMI in 2017, Nacario 
served various roles at San Diego’s Kindred Healthcare and 
Kindred Hospital, including VP of business development and 
CEO. 

 

JAMES O’CALLAGHAN
PRESIDENT & CEO, SOUTH COUNTY ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

James O'Callaghan took the helm at the South County EDC 
in 2020. Prior to joining the SCEDC, O’Callaghan served as 
executive director of the West Hollywood Travel and Tourism 
Board. He was also president/CEO of the Huntington Beach 
and Manhattan Beach Chambers of Commerce. O’Callaghan, 
who has a Master’s from Columbia University, is a leading 
advocate for the region, forging innovative partnerships 
between private and public sector stakeholders, working closely 
with elected officials, attracting and retaining business and 
nurturing binational business growth.

JASON PAGUIO
CEO/PRESIDENT, ASIAN BUSINESS ASSOCIATION SAN DIEGO

Jason Paguio is laser-focused on bringing economic equity 
and justice to the region’s underserved communities. Paguio 
led ABASD’s Small Business Development Center through 
the pandemic by assisting thousands of minority-owned small 
businesses in receiving no-cost technical assistance and tens of 
millions of dollars in COVID-19 disaster relief funds. He also helped 
to formally designate the Convoy District in Kearny Mesa as the 
‘Pan-Asian Cultural and Business Innovation District.’ He serves 
on the San Diego Small Business Advisory board and San Diego 
Mayor Todd Gloria’s Asian Pacific Islander Advisory group.

CHÉRI PIERRE
CEO, COMPUTERS2KIDS

Chéri Pierre runs an internationally based consulting firm 
that builds sustainability in small businesses, nonprofits and 
startups. Pierre has utilized her expertise as a specialist in 
helping organizations implement sustainable solutions for 
15 years. She and her team of staff and volunteers provide 
desktop and laptop computers to low-income students 
nationally to help reduce educational inequities. Pierre 
is SDBJ’s 2021 CEO of the Year in the Nonprofit (Small) 
category and also a 2021 Women of Influence honoree.

RAKESH PATEL
CEO, NEIGHBORHOOD HEALTHCARE

Dr. Rakesh Patel has been with Neighborhood Healthcare 
for nearly two decades. In 2002, Dr. Patel started as a family 
physician with the organization he now leads. Patel, who 
holds an MBA, completed his residency at Scripps Family 
Practice in Chula Vista and received his MD from the Medical 
College of Wisconsin. As a private, nonprofit community 
health organization, Neighborhood Healthcare facilitates 
355,930 medical, dental and behavioral health visits annually, 
serving more than 76,000 patients.

LAUREE SAHBA
COO, SAN DIEGO REGIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION

Lauree Sahba came to the EDC in 1999. Alongside the 
organization’s CEO and SVP of economic development, Sahba’s 
role is to ensure the organization has the financial resources to 
implement its goals through annual investment (membership) 
public partnerships, grants/contracts and special events. 
Operations, HR, accounting, marketing and communications 
all rollup under Sahba’s areas of responsibility. In addition, she 
is a board member at Voices for Children, Startup San Diego, 
Cleantech San Diego, NAIOP San Diego Chapter and the 
California Stewardship Network.

BRET SCHANZENBACH 
CEO, CARLSBAD CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Bret Schanzenbach has led the Carlsbad Chamber of 
Commerce since 2019. A native Californian and resident 
of San Diego’s North County since 1971, Schanzenbach 
came to the Carlsbad Chamber from the Vista Chamber of 
Commerce where he served as CEO for 9 years. He brings a 
successful corporate background in residential real estate and 
the software industry to his role at the chamber. His popular 
Rising Star of the Month program awards scholarships to area 
high school seniors.
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One of San Diego Business Journal 
SD 500 2021 Leaders 

Chéri PierreChéri Pierre
COMPUTERS 2 KIDS CEO

The C2K Board of Directors and staffThe C2K Board of Directors and staff  

congratulatescongratulates

www.c2k.org | (858) 200-9790 | info@c2sdk.org

Recognized as one of San Diego’s most 
influential and impactful leaders.

feedingsandiego.org

Congratulations to 
Feeding San Diego’s CEO, 

Dan Shea.
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DAN SHEA
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, FEEDING SAN DIEGO

Dan Shea has led Feeding San Diego, the county's leading 
hunger relief and food rescue organization, since 2020. A 
longtime area restaurant owner and business executive, Shea 
has served on the boards of several area nonprofits and has 
used his restaurant industry experience and business savvy 
to keep Feeding San Diego on the cutting edge in assisting 
those with food insecurities in the San Diego region. Shea 
is a partner at Paradigm Investment Group, which owns 
approximately 120 restaurants in 11 states across the U.S.

CHRIS SICHEL
PRESIDENT & CEO, RANCHO SANTA FE FOUNDATION

Chris Sichel took the helm at the foundation in 2021. Previously, 
he served for more than 15 years as president and CEO of 
the San Diego chapter of the Make-A-Wish Foundation. A San 
Diego native, Sichel has a Bachelor’s from Cal Poly and has 
done post-graduate work at the Harvard Business School and 
University of San Diego School of Leadership and Education 
Sciences. During his tenure at Make-A-Wish, the San Diego 
chapter granted more than 2,700 local wishes and doubled staff 
and volunteer teams.

BETH SIRULL
PRESIDENT AND CEO, JEWISH COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION OF SAN DIEGO

Beth Sirull, a pragmatic, mission-driven leader, has overseen 
the foundation since 2017. Previously, she served as 
president and CEO of Pacific Community Ventures, a Bay 
Area-based hybrid for-profit/nonprofit organization dedicated 
to driving investment in underserved communities. At the 
foundation, Sirull works with donors to help them leverage 
their philanthropy and investments. She has a Master’s from 
UC Berkeley and an MBA from Boston University’s School of 
Management.

JAMES SLY
CEO, EAST COUNTY EDC

James Sly, who joined the EDC in 2012 and became CEO 
in 2020, is responsible for defining and implementing the 
organization’s ambitious project portfolio, which cuts across 
education, industry, workforce and government. Additionally, 
Sly leads many of the organization’s strategic partnership and 
business development efforts, working to make the EDC a 
locus of economic activity in San Diego County. A San Diego 
native, Sly has a Bachelor’s in business management from 
San Diego State University and a Lean Six Sigma Black Belt 
certification from UCSD.

 

HOLLY SMITHSON 
CEO, ATHENA SAN DIEGO

Holly Smithson leads Athena, a women’s empowerment 
organization that fast tracks women in STEM through 
leadership development. Founded in 1998, Athena members 
include executives, aspiring leaders, entrepreneurs and 
academics from all sectors of life sciences, technology, 
engineering, mathematics, healthcare and defense. Smithson 
was named SDBJ’s CEO and Business Woman of the Year in 
2019 and in 2013 was a member of former Governor Brown’s 
successful trade mission to China.

MARK STUART 
PRESIDENT AND CEO, THE SAN DIEGO FOUNDATION

Mark Stuart is a fundraising and community building champion 
with nearly 30 years of experience in all aspects of operations 
and leadership. Stuart, who has helmed the organization since 
2019, reports to and collaborates with the foundation’s board 
of governors and is responsible for developing and managing 
relationships with a wide range of stakeholders as well as 
overseeing day-to-day foundation operations. He previously 
served as foundation president and chief development and 
membership officer at San Deigo Zoo Wildlife Alliance. He has a 
Master’s of Science in Educational Administration.

Thank you San Diego Business Journal for this honor.
Phil, Mel, Peter and their colleagues are working to build our workforce.  

We share this recognition with them

Phil Blair Peter CallstromMel Katz

Manpower and the Workforce Partnership want you  
to have the right job, at the right time, with the right pay

If you are ready to go to work contact Manpower  
at manpowersandiego.com

If you need career guidance or new training (many options),  
contact the Workforce Partnership at workforce.org
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Mazel Tov & Congratulations Betzy Lynch, CEO of the
Lawrence Family Jewish Community Center 

JACOBS FAMILY CAMPUS
for being named one of 

SAN DIEGO’S MOST INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE IN 2021!

Now is YOUR OPPORTUNITY to impact all San Diegans. 
Once complete, the Jacobs Family Harmony Village at Eastgate Mandell Weiss Park, including the 
Gleiberman Family fully accessible and inclusive playground and the Wax Family pavilion will be  
open to the public. This innovative playspace is barrier-free so that children with cognitive and  
physical disabilities can play and build friendships with their neurotypical peers. Additionally, this 
gathering space will allow parents or caregivers with disabilities to engage and play with their children.

MAKE YOUR GIFT NOW! lfjcc.org/believe

In honor of this acknowledgement and in recognition of the life changing work
that the LFJCC does to build community for all San Diegans, we ask that  
YOU use your INFLUENCE to positively affect the lives of people with disabilities.
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JOE STUYVESANT
PRESIDENT/CEO, PORT OF SAN DIEGO

Joe Stuyvesant took the reins at the Port of San Diego in 
February 2021. Previously, Stuyvesant was the executive director 
of Navy Region Southwest in San Diego, where his focus was 
on supporting Navy Fleet operations. He served in the Navy 
as an aviator and also as a staff officer on the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. During his distinguished military career, Stuyvesant was 
commanding officer at Naval Air Station Sigonella in Italy as well 
as commander at Al Asad Air Base Command Group in Iraq. He 
has a Master’s in finance from the USD.

JUDY SUSSER-TRAVIS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, ACG 

Judy Susser-Travis coordinates monthly programs and special 
events for members and guests at the Association for Corporate 
Growth. Since 2012, Susser-Travis has handled membership, 
sponsorship and marketing efforts in collaboration with ACG’s 
respective committees. She also manages registration and 
overall organization of the global association’s San Diego 
chapter. Susser-Travis has served since 2015 as global 
accounts manager at HelmsBriscoe, a firm that specializes in 
meeting and event planning. 

 AKILAH TEMPLETON 
PRESIDENT & CEO, VETERANS VILLAGE OF SAN DIEGO

Akilah Templeton has led Veterans Village of San Diego since 
2020. A former executive director at U.S. Vets, one of the 
country’s largest veteran service organizations, Templeton has 
a Master’s in social work from USC. While with U.S. Vets, she 
managed the organization’s Inglewood campus, expanding the 
site’s programs and increasing its revenue. Templeton has also 
worked as a consultant for nonprofits and managed a 140-bed 
adolescent treatment facility and group home.

TONY TERAVAINEN
CEO & CO-FOUNDER, SUPPORT THE ENLISTED PROJECT 
(STEP)

Tony Teravainen took the reins at STEP – Support the Enlisted Project 
-- in 2014 after serving as a board chair, director and volunteer for the 
organization since 2009. STEP’s mission is to help young military members 
and transitioning military families better manage their finances and make 
smarter financial decision. Teravainen brings a fresh perspective to military 
family support. In pioneering the behavior-based, financial education 
program currently offered at STEP, he has also brought together the military 
community in San Diego -- and is working to expand the agency to serve 
additional states.
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MEGAN THOMAS 
PRESIDENT/CEO, CATALYST

Megan Thomas provides strategic and logistical support to strengthen 
San Diego communities through shared learning and pooled and 
aligned funding strategies. At Catalyst of San Diego and Imperial 
Counties, a community of funders driven to actions that improve 
social outcomes, Thomas focuses on a wide range of issues including 
early education, immigration, homelessness, racial justice and 
impact investing. She has 20 years of experience in the nonprofit and 
philanthropic fields, having previously served as executive director of 
San Diego Coastkeeper. She has a Master’s in Business Administration 
from Yale School of Management.

CHRIS THORNE
CHAPTER PRESIDENT, GARY SINESE FOUNDATION – 
SAN DIEGO

After joining the United States Navy at 17, now retired U.S. 
Navy Master Chief Petty Officer Chris Thorne spent more than 
30 years serving across the globe in a variety of roles and 
assignments. Following his military service, Thorne helped to 
establish and scale a start-up company focused on enabling 
successful military transitions to civilian careers as well as 
supporting military families. In 2021, he founded Chris Thorne 
Consulting, which focuses on aiding employers in maximizing 
veteran and military family talent acquisition and retention.

RSF Foundation is experienced in donor advised funds, endowment 
funds, and non-endowment funds for families and nonprofits.

Non-endowments are a particularly useful option for nonprofits. RSF 
Foundation manages non-endowed funds for 57 nonprofits in our San  
Diego community.

The average size of a non-endowed fund at RSFF is $500,000 and sees 8*% 
growth each year. The full amount of assets remain available and these type 
of funds can be used in a variety of ways.
*Based on the 10 year return average, returns cannot be guaranteed

Contact RSFF staff to learn how a fund could support your future goals.

Since 1981, Rancho Santa Fe Foundation has helped families and nonprofits 
across the San Diego region maximize their philanthropic dollars to increase 

impact and reach. RSF Foundation can help you or your favorite nonprofit grow 
your charitable assets through donor advised funds, endowed and non-endowed 
funds. Many types of gifts are accepted, and you can count on personalized,  
expert guidance from Rancho Santa Fe Foundation staff.

www.rsffoundation.org | 858.756.6557 | info@rsffoundation.org
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Come visit TERI’s Common Grounds Café & Coffee Bar and retail boutique, 
Sheri’s – A Unique Boutique! Both are located at our recently completed Tom & 
Mary Tomlinson Vocational Center on TERI’s Campus of Life, just north of San 
Marcos in Twin Oaks Valley at 555 Deer Springs Road. We are open to the 
public Monday through Saturday, 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Stop by and enjoy homemade foods, fresh brewed coffee, and handcrafted arts 
and merchandise, created by our staff and clients. Menu items are prepared at 
the Vocational Center and may be ordered to go or enjoyed there. The unique 
menu features healthy, farm to table choices, and a variety of smoothies, 
beverages, tea, and coffee options. 

The Tom & Mary Tomlinson Vocational Center joins our Harriet E. Pfleger Therapeutic Equestrian Center at 
the Campus and is designed to provide training opportunities to individuals with developmental disabilities. 
Our plans include the continued expansion of the Campus to include theater, performing arts, fitness, 
wellness, and the relocation of our administration and schools. 

Since 1980, TERI has supported individuals with disabilities and continues to operate twenty plus programs 
including 12 residential homes in the North County area, two nonpublic special education schools in Oceans-
ide, respite, speech language therapy, day programs, life plans, and therapeutic equestrian, to name a few. 

For details, visit us online at www.teriinc.org, email us at development@teriinc.org, or call us at 760.721.1706.

Our mission is to change the way the world sees, helps, and empowers individuals with special needs. 

760-721-1706 www.teriinc.org251 Airport Road
Oceanside, CA 92058

Deacon Jim Vargas
President & CEO
San Diego Business Journal 
2021 San Diego’s Top Leaders

Congratulations to  
Deacon Jim Vargas for  
being selected as one of 
San Diego’s Top Leaders.

There is no greater 
blessing than serving the 
San Diego community and 
helping our neighbors in 
need improve their lives.

“

”

Read about our mission 
at neighbor.org.
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DAVID WELLIS
CEO, COMMUNITY BIO

As CEO of the San Diego Blood Bank for nearly a decade, 
David Wellis partnered with hundreds of researchers on projects 
related to cancer and regenerative medicine. In late 2021, Wellis 
relinquished his title at SDBB to become CEO of Community 
Bio, a first-ever, for-profit biotech company spun out of the San 
Diego Blood Bank. Wellis’ new life science company will help other 
biotechs develop innovative new cell therapies to battle cancer, 
autoimmune disorders and other deadly illnesses. Wellis has a 
PhD in cell biology and neurobiology from Emory University.

TONYA TOROSIAN
CEO, PROMISES2KIDS

For a decade, Tonya Torosian has guided Promises2Kids, a 40-year-
old nonprofit dedicated to creating a brighter future for foster children. 
The organization has built the Polinsky Children’s Center, launched 
Guardian Scholars in San Diego and started Camp Connect, the first 
camp on the west coast specifically for siblings who are separated in 
foster care. A tireless advocate for children and youth, Torosian began 
her career first as a social worker, then as an executive charged with 
developing strategic alliances and implementing processes, systems 
and policies. She serves on the board of LEAD San Diego and the 
San Diego Women's Foundation.

RUTH WESTREICH
PRESIDENT, WESTREICH FOUNDATION

Ruth Westreich became the president of the Westreich 
Foundation in 2002. Her family’s foundation focuses on 
advancing integrative medicine. Westreich was instrumental 
in developing USD’s Institute for Nonprofit Education and 
Research, providing funding for graduate and doctoral-level 
study. Before taking the reins of the foundation, she served 
as director of strategic marketing for Space Electronics, the 
world’s number one manufacturer of aerospace mass properties 
measurement instruments.

JIM VARGAS 
PRESIDENT AND CEO, FATHER JOE'S VILLAGES

Deacon Jim Vargas, nicknamed the “Deacon of Hope,” leads 
a staff of more than 400 at Father Joe’s Villages, San Diego’s 
largest homeless services provider. Vargas embodies what it 
means to be a modern, results-oriented and empathetic leader. A 
former VP of human resources at both Citicorp in New York City 
and La Jolla’s Copley Press, Vargas has run Father Joe’s since 
2015 and is a past board chair of the Rady Children’s Hospital 
of San Diego Foundation. He also serves on the board of The 
Resource Center for Community Development.

CHERYL WILSON 
CEO, ST. PAUL'S SENIOR SERVICES

Cheryl Wilson has overseen St. Paul's Senior Services for more 
than three decades, bringing a lifetime of experience as a nurse 
to the role, including her early medical training in New Guinea 
and the Australian Outback. St. Paul’s, founded in 1960, includes 
three senior living communities, a skilled nursing center, a 
senior day program, a child care center and four St. Paul’s PACE 
(Program of All-inclusive Care for the Elderly) medical centers 
throughout San Diego. During Wilson’s tenure, St. Paul’s has 
become the largest San Diego-based nonprofit exclusively 
dedicated to senior care, with a staff of over 650 serving more 
than 1,500 residents and program participants. Earlier this year, 
Wilson announced her plans to retire in spring 2022.

RICARDO VILLA
PRESIDENT AND BOARD CHAIR, SAN DIEGO COUNTY 
HISPANIC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Ricardo Villa’s guiding philosophy is “passion with vision.” Villa 
joined the San Diego County Hispanic Chamber (SDCHCC) 
in 2021 and also serves full-time on the board of the California 
Hispanic Chambers of Commerce. SDCHCC, founded in 
1989, is the area's largest Hispanic business association, 
representing the San Diego-Tijuana Hispanic business 
community. Villa also serves as the president and CEO of 
Simpletime, a San Diego-based payroll service. 

SIDD VIVEK 
PRESIDENT & CEO, JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT OF SAN 
DIEGO COUNTY

As a self-described “latchkey kid” from Boston, Vivek has worked 
for 20 years on behalf of youth, from advocacy in Washington, 
D.C. to direct service in San Diego. At Junior Achievement of San 
Diego County, which he has guided since 2019, Vivek is working 
to empower career-ready youth through JA’s financial literacy 
programs and direct connection to “real world” experiences. JA’s 
network of influential business mentors also provides area young 
people with the “social capital” to achieve future success. Before 
joining the organization, Vivek spent 11 years working for YMCA of 
San Diego County.

ALEX WATERS
DIRECTOR OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND INNOVATION, 
JACOBS CENTER FOR NEIGHBORHOOD INNOVATION

A startup ecosystem builder who has spent years in education, 
technology and training, Alex Waters leads efforts to foster job and 
business creation, empowering small businesses and creating 
support networks to help them thrive in San Diego. In his role at 
the Jacobs Center, Waters focus on job creation by helping low 
to moderate income and diverse founders scale businesses at 
CONNECT ALL @ -- the Jacobs Center’s business accelerator. He 
has a Master’s in philosophy from SDSU and was the co-organizer 
of 1 Million Cups, a free, national program designed to educate and 
engage entrepreneurs with their communities. 

BETZY WEINBLATT-LYNCH
CEO, SAN DIEGO LAWRENCE FAMILY JEWISH 
COMMUNITY CENTER (JACOBS FAMILY CAMPUS) AND 
SAN DIEGO CENTER FOR JEWISH CULTURE

Betzy Lynch oversees operations at the Lawrence Family JCC 
as well as the San Diego Center for Jewish Culture. Throughout 
her career, Lynch has focused on enhancing the creation 
of meaningful connections between diverse people to build 
community. She serves on the board of JCCs of North America 
and the San Diego Advisory Board of Avodah, which launched 
in San Diego in 2021 as the national Jewish social justice 
leadership organization’s first west coast chapter. 

For more information, visit
www.neighborhoodhouse.org

Since 1914, the Neighborhood
House Association has strived
to develop healthy children,
families, and future leaders.

Today, NHA is one of the largest
social service agencies in San

Diego. 
 

In continuing its tradition of
positive change, NHA is

committed to the physical and
mental well being of each family

we serve. It is through
empowerment, education, and
wellness that our community

may continue to grow. 
 


