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MATT ABERNATHY 
CFO, NEUROCRINE BIOSCIENCES 

Matt Abernethy, chief financial officer at Neurocrine in 2017, 
is responsible for leading corporate finance activities and 
commercial supply chain operations, as well as information 
technology and investor relations functions. Abernethy has 
over 15 years of experience in the financial sector and 
investor relations with expertise in the healthcare industry. 
He came to Neurocrine from Zimmer Biomet, where he held 
various positions from 2009 to 2017, including most recently, 
VP of investor relations, treasurer and VP of finance. 

AARON BYZAK 
CHIEF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS OFFICER, TRI-CITY MEDICAL 
CENTER 

Aaron Byzak leads marketing, communications, government 
affairs and community engagement at Tri-City Medical 
Center, an acute care facility in Oceanside. In 2021, Byzak 
spearheaded Tri-City’s 60th anniversary project, expanded 
their award-winning COASTAL Commitment outreach initiative 
and launched Student Opportunities for Career Awareness 
and Learning (SOCAL), a workforce development partnership 
in North County. He is a graduate of UC Irvine’s Paul Merage 
School of Business and was recently honored with the NAACP 
Business Community Impact Award.

SCOTT ARNOLD
CFO, CERTIS ONCOLOGY SOLUTIONS  

Scott Arnold is responsible for business planning, accounting, 
risk and treasury, HR, IT, facilities, contracts and supply chain 
at Certis, which provides leading-edge guidance to oncologists 
and the pharmaceutical industry to identify precision therapies 
that beat cancer. Prior to joining Certis, Arnold was CFO at San 
Diego-based Verogen and Sway Ventures in La Jolla. He also 
serves on the Board of Advisors for Fleet Science Center and 
on the Board of Directors for Just in Time for Foster Youth. Scott 
also volunteers with SDSI. Scott has an MBA from Wayne State 
University and volunteers as a business advisor for Connect 
San Diego.

JAMES CALLAGHAN, Jr. 
PRESIDENT AND CEO, MENTAL HEALTH SYSTEMS 

James Callaghan leads a company with 950 employees 
throughout California and annual revenue of $120 million. The 
company focuses on behavioral health services, substance use, 
criminal justice, housing and veteran services. Callaghan is a 
turnaround expert in multiple industries, including social services, 
technology, real estate acquisitions and lease negotiations. He 
has 10 years of nonprofit governance experience, 20 years of 
development an entitlement experience, 20 years of construction 
experience. He currently sits on the boards at Alliance for 
Regional Solutions and the San Diego Non-Profit Association. 

DAWN BARRY 
PRESIDENT AND CO-FOUNDER, LUNADNA 

Dawn Barry runs Luna DNA, a genomic and medical 
research database powered by the blockchain and owned 
by its community. Previously, Barry served as VP of applied 
genomics at Illumina, which she joined in 2005 as a market 
development specialist. Prior to that, she was with Genaissance 
Pharmaceuticals, promoting clinical genetics testing services 
for pharmaceutical trials. Berry holds a BS in biology from 
the University of Vermont and an MBA from the University of 
Connecticut School of Business.  

CARIN CANALE-THEAKSTON 
FOUNDER AND CEO, CANALE COMMUNICATIONS, AN 
ASHFIELD HEALTH COMPANY 

Carin Canale-Theakston runs Canale Communications, where she 
also serves as chief culture officer, principal strategist and resident 
sommelier. Canale-Theakston founded CanaleComm in 2010 after 
serving as president of the life sciences division of public relations 
firm Porter Novelli—and before that, as managing partner of Atkins + 
Associates. Under her leadership, CanaleComm received SDBJ’s Best 
Places to Work award in 2016 and 2017. Canale-Theakston has also 
received numerous life science leadership awards and was also named 
“Woman of the Year” in 2016 by the California Assembly. 

CHRIS BARRY 
CEO, NUVASIVE 

Chris Barry is CEO and a member of the board at NuVasive, 
a leading spine technology company with more than $1 billion 
in annual sales. Prior to this role, he served as senior vice 
president and president of surgical innovations at Medtronic 
from 2015 to 2018. Prior to the acquisition of Covidien by 
Medtronic, Barry spent more than 15 years in increasing 
commercial and executive leadership roles at Covidien. Barry 
received a bachelor’s degree in environmental science from 
Texas Tech University.

LAURA CLAGUE 
CFO, TRAVERE THERAPEUTICS 

Laura Clague is the chief financial officer at Travere Therapeutics, 
a biopharmaceutical company whose mission is to identify, 
develop and deliver life-changing therapies to people living with 
rare disease. Clague, a CPA who has been with Travere since 
2014, is a recognized advocate for women in the workplace 
and serves as an active mentor for women in STEM careers in 
the San Diego community. She is also an experienced public 
company board member and audit committee chair. Earlier 
in her career, Clague held leadership positions at Amylin 
Pharmaceuticals, Sony Electronics and Cubic.  

KIM BLICKENSTAFF 
EXECUTIVE CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD, TANDEM 
DIABETES CARE 

Kim Blickenstaff is Tandem’s board chair following his transition 
from the executive chair role in March 2020. Blickenstaff served 
as Tandem’s president and CEO from 2007 to 2019 and has 
been a member of the board of directors since 2007. Prior to 
joining Tandem, he was CEO at Biosite, a provider of medical 
diagnostic products, serving from 1988 until its acquisition by 
Inverness Medical Innovations in 2007. Blickenstaff also has 
served on the board at Dexcom and Nuvation. As a former 
certified public accountant, he has more than 20 years of 
experience overseeing the preparation of financials.

TIM CRUICKSHANK 
CFO, IMPEDIMED 

Tim Cruickshank is the chief financial officer at ImpediMed, 
a medtech company whose digital health platform measures 
and tracks critical information about the human body to aid 
clinicians in managing chronic disease and maximizing patient 
health. Cruickshank is also on the board of Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of San Diego County. He recently won the Volunteer 
of the Year Award at SDBJ's 2021 Nonprofit & Corporate 
Citizenship Awards. He has a Bachelor’s in accounting from 
Syracuse University and Master's in accounting and financial 
management from Keller Graduate School of Management of 
DeVry University.

DOUGLAS BRYANT 
CEO, QUIDEL 

Douglas C. Bryant took the helm at Quidel in 2009. Prior to 
joining Quidel, a leading manufacturer of diagnostic healthcare 
solutions, Bryant served as Executive VP and COO at Luminex, 
managing its Bioscience Group and technical and commercial 
operations. From 1983 to 2007, Bryant held various worldwide 
commercial operations positions with Abbott Laboratories 
including VP of Abbott Vascular for Asia/Japan. Earlier in his 
career with Abbott, Bryant was VP of Diagnostic Operations in 
Europe, the Middle East, Africa and the Asia Pacific regions. He 
holds a B.A. in economics from the UC Davis.

STEPHEN DAVIS 
PRESIDENT AND CEO, ACADIA PHARMACEUTICALS 

Stephen Davis joined Acadia in 2014 as executive VP, CFO 
and chief business officer. He was named president and CEO 
in September 2015. Davis brings over 25 years of executive-
level experience in the pharmaceutical industry and more than 
25 years of experience on the boards of directors of publicly 
held biopharmaceutical companies. Previously, he served as 
Executive VP and COO at Heron Therapeutics. He also was 
an C-suite level executive at Ardea Biosciences and Neurogen 
Corporation. Davis currently serves on the boards of Bellicum 
Pharmaceuticals and Heron Therapeutics. 
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FRANCIS DESOUZA 
CEO, ILLUMINA 

Francis deSouza was appointed president and CEO of 
Illumina in 2016 after joining the company in 2013 as 
president. Previously, deSouza founded two startups: a 
messaging app called Flash Communications that was 
bought by Microsoft and a cybersecurity company called 
IMlogic that was later acquired by Symantec. Currently, 
deSouza is a member of the board at The Walt Disney 
Company. He received a B.S. and M.S. in electrical 
engineering and computer science from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. 

MICK FARRELL 
CEO, RESMED 

Mick Farrell leads ResMed, a global leader in digital health. Farrell was 
appointed ResMed’s CEO and has served as a director since March 
2013. He first joined the company in 2000, serving as president of the 
Americas region from 2011 to 2013, senior vice president of the global 
sleep apnea business unit from 2007 to 2011 and various senior roles 
in marketing and business development. Before joining ResMed, 
Farrell worked in management consulting, biotechnology, chemicals 
and metals manufacturing at Arthur D. Little, Sanofi Genzyme, Dow 
Chemical and BHP and volunteers for a number of local nonprofits 
including UC San Diego Foundation, Rady Children’s Hospital and 
Father Joe’s Villages.

STEVE DIETLIN 
PRESIDENT AND CEO, TRI-CITY MEDICAL CENTER 

Steve Dietlin has helmed Tri-City Healthcare District since 
2016 after joining the organization three years earlier as CFO. 
Dietlin leads one of the area’s largest healthcare organizations, 
which is consistently recognized for clinical excellence, positive 
community impact and pandemic response leadership. In 2021, 
Dietlin received CEO of the Year honors from the SDBJ and 
proudly serves on a number of influential community nonprofit 
boards. He previously served as an executive and consultant to 
multiple public, private and not-for-profit healthcare systems and 
facilities. 

JANE FINLEY 
SVP, AREA MANGER, KAISER PERMANENTE 

Providing care for 630,000 members in the county, Jane Finley, 
as senior VP and area manager for Kaiser Permanente Health 
Plan and Hospitals in San Diego, oversees two hospitals and 
30 medical facilities. A Missouri native with and three and a half 
decades of leadership in healthcare, Finley was the recipient 
of SDBJ’s 2018 Business Woman of the Year Award and 2019 
CEO Lifetime Achievement Award.

JOHN DOBAK 
CEO, DERMTECH 

Dr. John Dobak oversees DermTech’s strategic direction, resources and 
execution. Additionally, in his role as president, Dr. Dobak collaborates with 
DermTech’s board to establish short- and long-term company goals. This year 
he was named the Public Company Medium Category Winner at SDBJ's 
2021CEO of the Year Awards.  A testament to his experience throughout the 
industry, Dr. Dobak is also the president of the JAKK Group, a life sciences 
technology accelerator which has created several companies, including 
Lithera, INNERCOOL Therapies and CryoGen/CryoCor. Dr. Dobak and these 
companies are the recipients of several awards for entrepreneurship and 
innovation, including San Diego Connect’s Most Innovative New Product and 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology’s TR 100. 

PATRICIO FRIAS 
PRESIDENT AND CEO, RADY CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL 

Dr. Patricio “Patrick” A. Frias was chosen to be the leader of 
Rady Children’s Hospital in 2018. Previously, Dr. Frias served 
as COO at Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta. Dr. Frias is a 
pediatric cardiologist/electrophysiologist who prior to coming 
to San Diego spent his entire career at Children’s Healthcare 
of Atlanta, transitioning from patient care into administrative 
leadership roles with increasing levels of responsibility. He 
earned his medical degree at the University of Nebraska 
College of Medicine.

ROB DOUGLAS 
PRESIDENT AND COO, RESMED 

Rob Douglas was appointed ResMed’s president in March 
2013 and chief operating officer in September 2011. Together 
with ResMed CEO, Mick Farrell, he holds full operational 
responsibility for the company and its subsidiaries. Previously, 
Douglas was ResMed’s chief operating officer of Asia Pacific 
and global supply chain. He serves on the board of Globus 
Medical and is a member of the audit committee. He also 
serves as co-vice chairman on the board of the San Diego 
Regional EDC as well as vice chairman on the Board of 
Directors of EvoNexus, a non-profit technology incubator.

RUSTY GAGE 
PRESIDENT, SALK INSTITUTE FOR BIOLOGICAL STUDIES 

Rusty Gage, president of the Salk Institute since 2019, is a 
trailblazing genetics professor and researcher who focuses on the 
human brain. Recently, a team of Salk Institute researchers led by 
Gage received $19.2 million from the American Heart Association-
Allen Initiative to analyze the aging brain. The goal of the project is 
to investigate cognitive decline -- and identify new therapies and 
treatments. Gage’s lab currently models diseases in the lab using 
human stem cells. His work is deciphering the mechanisms that 
lead to disorders such as Parkinson’s disease, bipolar disease, 
depression and autism. 

ERIC DUBE 
PRESIDENT AND CEO, TRAVERE THERAPEUTICS 

Eric Dube, Ph.D leads Travere Therapeutics, a 
biopharmaceutical company whose mission is to identify, 
develop and deliver life-changing therapies to people living 
with rare disease. Dr. Dube is a rare cancer survivor and DEI 
champion with a personal mission to help enable equitable 
access to healthcare for people of all backgrounds. Prior to 
joining Travere, Dr. Dube was president and head of North 
America at ViiV Healthcare, where he led the commercialization 
of pipeline assets and oversaw the governance of all pricing, 
strategy, policy and investment decisions for the company’s 
North America business. 

PAMELA GARDNER 
PRESIDENT AND CEO, BIOTECH VENDOR SERVICES 

Pamela Gardner is a trailblazer in promoting thought leadership and 
empowerment in the science industry. The self-described “Bad-Ass 
Butterfly” is recognized as an expert in supplier management and 
orchestrating custom supplier events within the science industry for the past 
18 years. She was recently named a Small Company Winner at SDBJ's 
2021 Business Women of the Year Awards. In 2003, Gardner founded 
Biotech Vendor Services to assist biopharma companies and research 
institutes to streamline their vendor management and supply chain. BVS 
has held over 2,500 events and has a roster of more than 1,000 nationwide 
clients, including many top biopharma companies and suppliers.

MICHAEL DUGAN 
SVP AND CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER, BIOCEPT 

At Biocept, a leading commercial provider of blood and CSF-
based molecular assays [liquid biopsies] for solid tumors, 
as well as COVID-19 testing, Michael C. Dugan, M.D. leads 
the company’s clinical and research development, with a 
focus on improving detection and characterization of tumor 
cells for patients with metastatic cancer -- specifically by 
commercializing CNSide, the company’s cerebrospinal fluid 
assay. During his career, Dugan has directed several major labs 
and launched numerous molecular diagnostic platforms used 
in oncology. He holds an M.D. from the University of Arizona 
College of Medicine in Tucson.

TOM GILMAN 
PRESIDENT AND CEO, BIOSERO 

Tom Gilman is a changemaker in the Life Science industry, 
motivating biotech and pharmaceutical companies to integrate 
automation technology that accelerates scientific discovery. As 
CEO at Biosero, Gilman drives the overall commercialization 
strategy and team development of the company, which was 
founded in 2003. He was named the Private Company Small 
Winner at SDBJ's 2021 CEO of the Year Awards. One of the 
premier automation software providers in the life science industry, 
Biosero rapidly develops innovative software solutions that enable 
scientists, researchers and technologists to use automation 
successfully every day. 
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As leaders in the medical device industry, we develop and manufacture  

innovative diagnostic tests that enable clinicians to chart a course of 

treatment and empower people to take charge of their health. 

 

Inspired by a spirit of service and fueled by the collaborative genius of 

our people, Quidel rises to meet every challenge with a commitment to  

enhancing the well-being of people worldwide. 

 

With products made in America, Quidel’s mission is to provide patients 

with immediate and frequent access to high quality, affordable testing for 

the good of our families, our communities, and the world.  
 
 

quidel.com

We are Quidel. 

Advancing diagnostics to improve human health.

Official Diagnostics 

Partner of the  

San Diego Padres
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KEVIN GORMAN 
PRESIDENT AND CEO, NEUROCRINE BIOSCIENCES 

Dr. Kevin C. Gorman founded Neurocrine Biosceinces, which 
develops treatments for neurological and endocrine-related 
diseases and disorders, in 1993. Dr. Gorman has been the 
company’s president and CEO since 2008 and also serves 
as a director of Xencor, a clinical-stage biopharmaceutical 
company. From 1990 until 1993, Dr. Gorman was a principal 
of Avalon Medical Partners, where he was responsible for 
the early stage founding of the company and several other 
biotechnology companies including Onyx Pharmaceuticals, 
Metra Biosystems, Idun Pharmaceuticals and ARIAD 
Pharmaceuticals. 

MIKE GUERRA 
PRESIDENT AND CEO, CALIFORNIA LIFE SCIENCES 

Mike Guerra leads California Life Sciences, the state’s largest 
and most influential trade association representing California’s 
life sciences industry. He also sits on the company’s board. 
Guerra’s mission is to advance California’s role as the world-
leading life sciences innovation ecosystem by advocating for 
effective national, state and local public policies and supporting 
entrepreneurs and life sciences businesses. He has held senior 
leadership positions with VWR International, a leading global 
distributor and manufacturer of products to the life sciences 
industry for over a decade. 

JASON HAIDER 
FOUNDER AND CEO, XENCO MEDICAL 

Jason Haider’s team at Xenco Medical has pioneered a new 
category of surgical implant systems with sterile-packaged 
spinal implants pre-attached to disposable delivery instruments. 
The company also has developed the first glasses-free 
holographic surgical simulation platform. Outperforming 
reused implant systems in consistency and risk of pathogen 
transmission,  Xenco Medical’s devices have been found 
to produce significant savings per surgery for hospitals and 
ambulatory surgery centers. An active civic leader, Haider was 
appointed by California’s Governor to the California Workforce 
Development Board.

NAVEED HAKIM 
CFO, PLUM HEALTHCARE GROUP 

Since joining Plum in 2016, Naveed Hakim has undertaken 
two very significant initiatives. He led transformation efforts 
which successfully stabilized the company’s financials by 2019. 
Starting in 2016, he designed, received buy-in and then led the 
implementation of the transformation plans which helped avert 
a liquidity crunch and moved to stabilize the company’s margins 
at an industry-high level. By November 2019 such efforts had 
improved capital availability in excess of $100 million, and enabled 
the implementation of a unique capital structure. Hakim was a 
winner for SDBJ’s CFO of the Year in 2020.

MICHELLE GONZALEZ
PRESIDENT & CEO, TRUECARE

Michelle Gonzalez is a passionate and visionary leader who 
has run the North County-based network of federally qualified 
health centers since 2020. TrueCare operates 11 state-of-the-
art clinics that serve more than 66,000 patients, regardless of 
the patient’s ability to pay. Prior to joining TrueCare, Gonzalez 
served as chief strategy and development officer for North 
County Health Services.

DIANE HANSEN 
PRESIDENT & CEO, PALOMAR HEALTH

Diane Hansen leads Palomar Health, the largest public health 
system in Southern California, covering an 800-square-mile 
service area. Previously, Palomar’s EVP of finance, Hansen, 
a licensed CPA, has more than 15 years of experience in the 
healthcare industry, including both academic medical centers 
and community hospitals. She also has extensive experience 
in physician networks, insurance providers and consulting. In 
2021, the Association of California Healthcare Districts named 
Hansen their CEO of the Year.  She was recently named the 
Large Company Winner at SDBJ's 2021 Business Women of the 
Year Awards.

JEFF HAWKINS 
CEO, TRUVIAN 

Jeff Hawkins has held executive roles at the world’s leading 
healthcare companies for nearly two decades. Specializing 
in the advancement of life-changing technologies, Hawkins 
joined Truvian as president and CEO in 2018. Previously, he 
served as VP and general manager of the Reproductive and 
Genetic Health Business at Illumina and also as SVP of global 
marketing and program management for GenMark Diagnostics. 
Hawkins also is a former board member at the March of Dimes 
and American College of Medical Genetics Foundation.

MELISSA HAYDEN-COOK 
PRESIDENT AND CEO, SHARP HEALTH PLAN 

With 35 years of experience delivering award-winning 
healthcare coverage, and over 20 years of service at Sharp 
HealthCare, Melissa Hayden-Cook, a native San Diegan and 
USD grad, is passionate about making a difference in the 
San Diego community. Since joining Sharp in 2005, Hayden-
Cook has led an organization-wide effort to make high-quality 
healthcare more affordable. Under her leadership, Sharp Health 
Plan has been consistently recognized for its high-quality care 
and service to more than 140,000 plan members in San Diego 
and Riverside counties.

ROB HENDERSON 
COO, WESTMONT LIVING 

Rob Henderson has dedicated his entire 24-year career to 
serving seniors. Henderson is the chief operating officer at 
Westmont Living in La Jolla.  He previously served as VP of 
operations for MBK Senior Living and spent over a decade 
with Sunrise Senior Living. Henderson is also a Licensed 
Nursing home Administrator and a Certified Assisted Living 
Administrator.

GEOFF HAMILTON 
PRESIDENT, CEO AND CO-FOUNDER, STEMSON 
THERAPEUTICS 

Geoff Hamilton runs Stemson Therapeutics, a leading cell 
therapy startup focused on developing a novel cell and tissue 
engineering solution to regenerate hair follicles for the treatment 
of Alopecia and hair loss. Hamilton has 20 years of product 
commercialization and business executive experience, with 
the last 15 years spent in life science and biotech companies, 
including five years at Illumina, where he held leadership 
positions in marketing, product management and strategic 
partnerships and helped the company grow from $1.4 billion to 
$3.8 billion in annual sales. 

DAVID HALE 
CEO, HALE BIOPHARMA VENTURES  

David Hale, one of San Diego’s most prolific life science 
company creators and investors, has more than 30 years 
of experience leading biotechnology and pharmaceutical 
companies. Hale has co-founded and led a dozen successful 
ventures, including Pemix Sleep, Hybritech, Gensia, Viagene and 
Biocept. His civic involvement includes serving as chairman for 
Rady Children’s Hospital and Rady Children’s Genomics Institute. 
Among Hale’s recent accomplishments is his part in helping get 
the Rady Children’s Genomics Institute up and running. In 2019, 
he was inducted into Connect San Diego’s Hall of Fame.

TONY HALL 
FOUNDER AND CEO, TORREY HOLISTICS 

Tony Hall founded Torrey Holistics, the first approved Adult 
Use marijuana dispensary in the state of California. Licensed 
and permitted by the City of San Diego in 2015, Hall started 
Torrey Holistics with the goal of becoming the city's finest 
medical marijuana dispensary and he also has successfully 
built a reputation as the safe, legal, reliable choice for medical 
marijuana patients.  In 2017, Torrey Holistics helped to raise 
over $50,000 for local charitable organizations and was named 
Best Collective in San Diego by Uptown Magazine.
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Congratulations 

Cheryl Wilson
san diego’s top leader

After 32 years as our leader, 
St. Paul’s Senior Services Employees, 

Seniors and Board of Directors 
wish you success as you retire and 

enjoy community volunteering, travel, 
and extra time with your husband Rick.

We love you, Cheryl. You are our 

“Opal from the Outback”.

To our President and CEO

Wish to celebrate Cheryl Wilson’s leadership and service to St. Paul’s Senior Services?
Join us on February 5, 2022 for our “Opal from the Outback” event 

at the Sheraton San Diego Hotel & Marina  
For more information contact Craig Smith at csmith@stpaulseniors.org  (619)239-6900

stpaulseniors.org/event/cheryls-farewell
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CHRISTOPHER HOWARD 
PRESIDENT AND CEO, SHARP HEALTHCARE 

Chris Howard joined Sharp HealthCare as president and CEO 
in 2019. A native of Oklahoma, Howard’s career in healthcare 
spans more than 30 years -- and his leadership experience 
with integrated delivery systems makes him ideally suited 
to lead Sharp. Howard oversees a workforce of more than 
19,000 employees, 3,000 physicians and 1,800 volunteers, 
providing care and services in a fully integrated not-for-profit 
system that includes four acute-care hospitals and three 
specialty hospitals.

AYUB KHATTAK 
CEO AND CO-FOUNDER, CUE HEALTH 

Ayub Khattak is the driving force behind Cue Health, a health 
technology company that went public in 2021. Under Khattak’s 
leadership, the company developed the Cue Health Monitoring 
System that enables fast, frequent, lab-quality diagnostics by 
anyone, anywhere. Cue’s first commercially available product, 
the Cue COVID-19 Test Kit, provides highly accurate, lab-quality 
results directly to connected mobile smart devices in about 20 
minutes. Cue was conceived in 2010 after Khattak and co-
founder Clint Sever recognized problems with how the current 
health structure collects, communicates and uses health data.

FREDERICK HOWE 
FOUNDER, CHAIRMAN, CEO, MEDIMPACT 

Frederick Howe leads the nation's largest privately held full-service 
pharmacy benefit manager. For over three decades, Howe's vision has 
led to technological breakthroughs and other important changes in the 
way pharmacy claims are processed and paid every day for millions 
of consumers. Under his leadership, MedImpact is at the forefront of 
developing new ways to use formularies, disease management and 
medical data to improve the quality and value of healthcare. A dedicated 
philanthropist, Howe supports the American Red Cross, Rady Children's 
Hospital, the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society of America, March of 
Dimes and the Make-A-Wish Foundation and many other local nonprofit 
organizations.

PRESTON KLASSEN, MD 
PRESIDENT AND CEO, METACRINE 

In June 2020, Dr. Preston Klassen took the helm at Metacrine, 
a clinical-stage biopharmaceutical company pioneering new 
therapies for patients with GI and liver diseases. Previously, 
he was EVP and head of R&D at Arena Pharmaceuticals and 
Orexigen Therapeutics. A graduate of the Duke University 
School of Medicine, earlier in his career, Dr. Klassen also 
held several positions of increasing responsibility at Amgen, 
including Therapeutic Area Head for Nephrology. Before joining 
Amgen, he was a faculty member in the Division of Nephrology 
at Duke University Medical Center.  

STACEY HROUNTAS 
CEO, SHARP REES-STEALY MEDICAL CENTERS 

For the past nine years, Stacey Hrountas has guided some 
3,000 employees who support 700 providers in 19 clinics 
across San Diego County. Hrountas’ leadership and vision have 
been critical in helping the more than 300,000 Sharp Rees-
Stealy patients, nearly 4,000 Sharp Rees-Stealy team members 
and the community navigate the unprecedented challenges of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Hrountas serves as board chair for 
the North San Diego Business Chamber and also sits on the 
board at Integrated Healthcare Association.

JOSH KOMENDA 
PRESIDENT AND CEO, VEYO 

Josh Komenda runs healthcare logistics leader, Veyo, a 
full-service Non-Emergency Medical Transportation (NEMT) 
brokerage designed specifically for healthcare. Komenda has 
reinvented the patient transportation model by integrating 
consumer technology with healthcare-credentialed rideshare 
fleets to increase access to healthcare appointments. Veyo has 
completed over 32 million trips, ensuring that vulnerable and 
underserved communities or those with mobility issues, have a 
reliable transportation option for healthcare. 

SPENCER HUTCHINS 
CEO, CONCERT HEALTH 

Spencer Hutchins co-founded America’s leading behavioral 
health medical group, Concert Health. Working in partnership 
with over 54 medical groups and health systems, Concert’s 
exceptional team of clinicians deliver Collaborative Care, an 
evidenced-based model proven to treat anxiety, depression 
and other behavioral health conditions. He was also co-founder 
and CEO at Reflexion Health, a prescribed software publisher. 
Hutchins volunteers at CONNECT San Diego, mentoring 
companies going through CONNECT’s springboard program.

MICHAEL LALICH 
AREA MEDICAL DIRECTOR, KAISER PERMANENTE  
SAN DIEGO 

Dr. Michael Lalich leads the Southern California Permanente 
Medical Group in San Diego, including 1,400 physicians 
providing primary, emergency and specialty care throughout 
San Diego County. Dr. Lalich is passionate about community 
service and champions a number of local charities and events, 
including Kaiser Permanente’s annual Thrive Half Marathon & 
5K event benefitting Make-A-Wish San Diego.

SABRINA JOHNSON 
PRESIDENT AND CEO, DARE BIOSCIENCE 

Sabrina Martucci Johnson founded Daré Bioscience in 2015 and 
has served as the women’s reproductive healthcare company’s 
leader since its inception. Previously, Johnson served as president 
of WomanCare Global Trading, a specialty pharmaceutical 
company in female reproductive healthcare with commercial 
product distribution in over 100 countries. Earlier in her career, 
Johnson served as CFO of Cypress Bioscience. In 2017, Johnson 
was honored by Athena, a San Diego-based business organization 
championing rising female STEM executives, with the Outstanding 
Individual in Life Science award.

JOHN HIGGINS 
CEO, LIGAND PHARMACEUTICALS 

John L. Higgins leads Ligand Pharmaceuticals, a 
biopharmceutical company developing and acquiring 
technologies that help pharmaceutical companies discover 
and develop new medicines. Prior to joining Ligand, 
Mr. Higgins served since 1997 as CFO at Connetics, a 
specialty pharmaceutical company later acquired by Stiefel 
Laboratories. Higgins serves on the board at Bio-Techne and 
been a director at numerous public and private companies.

KEVIN HERDE
CFO, MARAVAI LIFESCIENCES

Kevin Herde is the EVP and chief financial officer at Maravai 
LifeSciences. With over 25 years of financial leadership 
experience, Herde has served as CFO since 2017, helping 
lead Maravai to over $750 million in revenues, over $500M 
in EBITDA and a market cap in excess of $10 billion. He was 
named Public Large Company Winner at SDBJ's 2021 CFO 
of the Year Awards. Prior to coming to Maravai, Herde, a USD 
business school graduate, served in executive leadership 
positions at Sorrento Therapeutics, Hologic and Gateway. 

STEPHEN JENNINGS 
CHIEF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS OFFICER, SENIOR VICE 
PRESIDENT, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, RADY CHILDREN'S 
HOSPITAL

Stephen Jennings has been with Rady Children’s Hospital and Health Center 
since 2013 overseeing fundraising, marketing and government relations at 
Rady Children’s Hospital. He is both a senior vice president and the head of 
the hospital’s foundation. In March, he became Chief External Affairs Officer. 
Jennings has more than 15 years of institutional fundraising experience in 
higher education and health and human services. He has a Bachelor’s in 
philosophy from the University of Tennessee and graduated from UCLA’s 
Anderson School of Management Executive Education program.
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At Travere Therapeutics, we are in rare for life.
We come together every day to help patients, families and caregivers of all backgrounds 
as they navigate life with a rare disease. On this path, we know the need for treatment 
options is urgent — that is why our global team works with the rare disease community 
to identify, develop and deliver life-changing therapies. In pursuit of this mission, 
we continuously seek to understand the diverse perspectives of rare patients and to 
courageously forge new paths to make a di�erence in their lives and provide hope — 
today and tomorrow.

travere.com | @TravereRare | #InRareForLife
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JAMES MACKAY 
PRESIDENT AND CEO, ARISTEA THERAPEUTICS 

Dr. James Mackay has over 25 years of development and 
commercialization expertise in the pharmaceutical industry, 
including six drug product approvals across multiple therapeutic 
areas. Prior to founding Aristea, he was president and CEO 
of Ardea Biosciences, following the company’s acquisition by 
AstraZeneca in 2012. Dr. Mackay was instrumental to setting 
up an innovative model for Ardea Biosciences that retained the 
biotech’s independence and accountability. Mackay is board 
chair at CONNECT, sits on BIOCOM’s board and is a past 
board member at the San Diego Regional EDC.

AMIT MUNSHI 
PRESIDENT AND CEO, ARENA PHARMACEUTICALS 

Amit D. Munshi has led Arena Pharmaceuticals since 
2016. Previously, Munshi was president and CEO at 
Epirus Biopharmaceuticals and Percivia, a biotechnology 
company later acquired by Johson & Johnson. Munshi also 
was a co-founder and chief business officer of Kythera 
Biopharmaceuticals and held multiple leadership positions at 
Amgen. He has an M.B.A. from the Peter F. Drucker School of 
Management at Claremont Graduate University and currently 
serves on the boards of Pulmatrix, Enterprise Therapeutics 
and Galecto.

MAGDA MARQUET 
CO-FOUNDER AND CO-CEO, ALMA LIFE SCIENCES 

Dr. Magda Marquet has built, led and commercialized multiple 
life science companies. She is the co-founder of AltheaDx, a 
commercial stage, precision medicine company with the world’s 
leading pharmacogenomics test for anxiety and depression, 
and ALMA Life Sciences, an early-stage investment firm 
creating and growing innovative healthcare companies. Dr. 
Marquet co-founded Althea Technologies and helped the 
company to become a leader in the field until it was acquired 
by Ajinomoto, a global Japanese company and leader in amino 
acid technology. 

NICK NELSON 
CBO, NAUTILUS BIOTECHNOLOGY 

Nick Nelson, chief business officer at Nautilus Biotechnology, 
has spent more than a decade at the forefront of San Diego’s 
therapeutics and diagnostics markets. Nelson previously led 
business development, strategic partnerships and created 
entirely new markets and applications for the genomics 
revolution at Caris Life Sciences, Trovagene and Illumina.

KEVIN MATTSON 
PRESIDENT AND CEO, SAN YSIDRO HEALTH CENTER 

Kevin Mattson has nearly four decades of healthcare leadership 
experience and has led San Ysidro Health since 2013. He 
joined the federally qualified health center in 2000 as CFO 
and has also served as its SVP of administration and finance. 
Mattson was chairman of the board of Health Center Partners 
of Southern California and currently serves on the California 
Primary Care Association board and the CalPACE Board. 
He also is a member the Healthcare Financial Managers 
Association and Medical Group Managers Association.   

TODD NELSON 
CEO, CODEX DNA 

Dr. Todd Nelson has guided several life science companies 
through expansive phases of financial and commercial growth. 
From 2014 to 2017, Dr. Nelson served as CEO of DiscoverX, a 
leading developer and manufacturer of reagents intended for drug 
discovery. From 2011 to 2014, he led MP Biomedicals and between 
2007 and 2011, Dr. Nelson served as CEO of eBioscience, 
a manufacturer. Dr. Nelson also previously was VP of Global 
Corporate Development and Strategy at Life Technologies (now 
Thermo Fisher Scientific). Earlier in his career, he was global head 
of Life Sciences at RBC Capital Markets

PATTY MAYSENT 
CEO, UC SAN DIEGO HEALTH 

Patty Maysent leads UC San Diego Health, the region's only 
academic health system, comprising UC San Diego Medical 
Center, Jacobs Medical Center and Shiley Eye Institute and 
Sulpizio Cardiovascular Center as well as other primary and 
specialty practices located throughout Southern California. 
Appointed CEO in 2016, Maysent oversees a $2 billion annual 
operating budget and more than 9,000 employees. Bringing a 
wealth of experience in leadership and strategic planning to her 
role, Maysent has focused on growth and expansion — enhancing 
UC San Diego Health's reputation as a healthcare destination for 
complex specialty care. 

ERIC OSTERTAG 
CEO, POSEIDA THERAPEUTICS 

Dr. Eric Ostertag heads Poseida Therapeutics, a clinical-stage 
biopharmaceutical company utilizing proprietary genetic 
engineering platform technologies to develop cell and gene 
therapeutics. Dr. Ostertag is the first Gene Therapy Program 
graduate of the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine 
and since has founded multiple successful startups including 
Poseida. 

PAUL MOLA 
FOUNDER AND CEO, ROSWELL BIOTECHNOLOGIES 

Paul Mola heads Roswell Biotechnologies, and a life science 
company he founded in 2014. Previously, Mola was Head of 
Global Solutions at Human Longevity, working with genome 
sequencing pioneer Craig Venter to establish international 
precision medicine partnerships. Prior to that, he spent over a 
decade at Life Technologies/Applied Biosystems, now part of 
ThermoFisher Scientific. Earlier in his career, Mola served in 
product development, sales and marketing roles at Roche. 

KEVIN LUSTIG 
CEO, SCIENTIST.COM 

As co-founder and CEO of Scientist.com, Kevin Lustig runs 
the largest online marketplace for custom R&D services, 
helping pharmaceutical scientists discover life-saving 
medicines in less time and at lower cost. Lustig has applied 
proven marketplace techniques to the cutting-edge world of 
science and created an AI-powered enterprise marketplace 
that empowers and connects scientists worldwide. His mission 
is to help make it possible to cure all human diseases by 2050. 
Founded in 2007, Scientist.com launched its first research 
outsourcing marketplace in 2008 and built its first enterprise 
marketplace for Pfizer in 2009.

GENE LAY 
FOUNDER, PRESIDENT AND CEO, BIOLEGEND 

Gene Lay, M.S., D.V.M., runs BioLegend, a global developer 
and manufacturer of antibodies and reagents headquartered in 
San Diego. Earlier this year, BioLegend, agreed to be acquired 
by PerkinElmer for approximately $5.25 billion. Lay grew up in 
Taiwan, where he completed his undergraduate studies from 
National Pingtung University of Science and Technology’s 
School of Veterinary Medicine. In 1987, he and Ernie Huang 
co-founded PharMingen, which was acquired a decade later by 
Becton Dickinson. In 2016, Lay received SDBJ’s Entrepreneur 
of the Year Award.

BRETT MCCLAIN 
EVP AND COO, SHARP HEALTHCARE 

Brett McClain joined Sharp HealthCare as executive vice 
president and chief operating officer in 2020. A native of 
Southern California, McClain’s career spans nearly 30 years of 
healthcare management experience in a variety of operational, 
consulting and executive leadership roles overseeing both 
hospital and medical clinic operations. Prior to joining Sharp, he 
served as chief operating officer and chief administrative officer 
at Arizona-based Dignity Health.
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The Team at Health Center Partners of
Southern California (HCP) wishes to
congratulate Henry N. Tuttle, CEO, President
and Chief Executive Officer, on being named
one of San Diego’s most influential people!

Over the past seven years, Henry’s leadership of HCP and our family 
of companies has helped grow our organization. We’re inspired by his 
passion for our mission to support community health centers and to 
meet the health care needs of more than 900,000 patients in Southern 
California. Henry has been a strong advocate through the COVID-19 
pandemic, and we congratulate him on this distinguished honor.

Jane Finley,
Senior Vice President
and Area Manager
Kaiser Permanente
San Diego

Thank you for your dedication and 
commitment to the well-being of 
Kaiser Permanente’s more than 630,000
members throughout San Diego County, 
and for your passion for improving the 
health of the communities Kaiser 
Permanente serves.
 
Congratulations on being honored as one of 
San Diego’s 500 most influential people!

kp.org/sandiego
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BARRY QUART 
PRESIDENT, CEO AND CHAIRMAN OF BOARD, HERON 
THERAPEUTICS 

Dr. Barry Quart has led Heron Therapeutics since 2013. He 
has more than 25 years of experience serving in leadership 
positions in biotechnology and pharmaceutical companies 
and developing innovative pharmaceutical products. In 2006, 
Dr. Quart co-founded Ardea Biosciences, Inc. and served as 
its president and CEO through its acquisition by AstraZeneca 
in 2012. Previously, he was with Pfizer Inc. as SVP of global 
R&D and the director of Pfizer’s La Jolla Laboratories. Prior 
to Pfizer’s acquisition of the Warner-Lambert Company, Dr. 
Quart was president of R&D at Agouron Pharmaceuticals. 

CLINT SEVER 
CO-FOUNDER AND CHIEF PRODUCT OFFICER, CUE 
HEALTH 

Clint Sever is co-founder of Cue Health, which went public in 
September. Sever leads product development and product 
design strategy at Cue, including overseeing the look and 
feel of Cue products, user interface and packaging. Sever 
has spearheaded hardware engineering, supply chain 
development and scaled manufacturing of Cue consumable 
cartridges, cartridge readers and accessories and is also 
responsible for the design and engineering of the facilities in 
which Cue products are made. 

STEPHEN A. ROSETTA 
CEO, IQHQ 

Steve Rosetta leads IQHQ, the San Diego-based real estate 
investment trust that develops premier properties for life 
science companies. Rosetta previously served as executive 
vice president and chief investment officer at Kilroy from 2017 
to 2019 and also spent more than 20 years at Cushman & 
Wakefield, most recently as a vice-chairman. Rosetta opened 
Cushman & Wakefield’s office in San Diego County and grew 
it into an enterprise with over $2 billion in annual transaction 
volume. He received a Master's in real estate development from 
USC.

CHRIS SEVERN 
CEO, TURQUOISE HEALTH 

Chris Severn leads Turquoise Health, a startup simplifying 
healthcare reimbursement through price transparency. Since 
launching in 2020, Turquoise has aggregated more than 3,300 
hospitals’ pricing data in a central repository and made the 
data actionable for the first time. The company’s software for 
managed care makes it commonplace for patients to know the 
price of healthcare in advance of treatment.

SAM SAMAD 
CFO, ILLUMINA 

Sam Samad joined Illumina in 2017 and serves chief financial 
officer with responsibility for the company’s finance, accounting, 
investor relations, internal audit, treasury and corporate social 
responsibility functions. Before joining Illumina, Samad held 
several senior leadership positions at Cardinal Health, including 
SVP and CFO. Prior to Cardinal Health, Samad spent 13 
years at Eli Lilly in a variety of sales and finance roles, both 
domestically and internationally. He has served as director on 
the board for IDEXX Laboratories since 2019 and on the board 
at the Owen Graduate School of Management since 2016. 

KEVIN SAYER 
PRESIDENT, CEO AND CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD, 
DEXCOM 

Kevin Sayer became chief executive at Dexcom in 2015 and was 
appointed board chair in 2018. Sayer has also served as the 
company president since 2011. Prior to leading Dexcom, Sayer 
served as CFO at Biosensors International Group, EVP and CFO 
of Specialty Laboratories, CFO of MiniMed and VP and general 
manager of Medtronic MiniMed after the acquisition of MiniMed 
by Medtronic. A Certified Public Accountant, he has a Master's in 
accounting and information systems from BYU.

PETER SCHULTZ 
CEO, THE SCRIPPS RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

A professor, chemist and successful biotech entrepreneur, 
Peter Schultz leads the prestigious Scripps Research Institute 
in La Jolla. Widely considered one of the world’s top chemists, 
Schult has made numerous seminal contributions to the field 
and has founded nine biotech companies that have pioneered 
the development and application of new technologies in energy, 
material and human health. He is also founding director of 
the California Institute for Biomedical Research, which was 
established at Scripps in 2012.

SAUNDRA PELLETIER 
CEO, EVOFEM BIOSCIENCES 

Saundra Pelletier leads Evofem Biosciences (NASDAQ: EVFM), a 
company revolutionizing women’s healthcare with game-changing 
products addressing the unmet needs of millions of women. Under 
Pelletier’s leadership, Evofem recently launched Phexxi, the first 
and only FDA-approved non-hormonal, on-demand birth control. 
She was named one of SDBJ's 2019 Business Women of the Year. 
As founding CEO of Woman Care Global, an international nonprofit 
focused on women's reproductive health, Pelletier developed a 
sustainable value chain to register and launch products to women 
in over 100 countries and led WCG to secure approximately $68 
million in funding. 

ARDEM PATAPOUTIAN, Ph. D. 
PROFESSOR, SCRIPPS RESEARCH INSTITUTE

Dr. Ardem Patapoutian, a molecular biologist and neuroscientist 
at La Jolla-based Scripps Research Institute, was just awarded 
the Nobel Prize in physiology and medicine for his work in 
sensory biology and specifically, for discovering skin receptors 
that enable people to sense heat, cold, pain, touch and sound. 
Dr. Patapoutian shared the $1.4 million prize with his research 
partner, UC San Francisco physiologist David Julius.

JAMES SCHMACHTENBERGER 
CO-FOUNDER AND CEO, NEUROHACKER COLLECTIVE 

James Schmachtenberger is a successful serial entrepreneur 
with a lifelong focus on using business and innovation 
to effect large-scale change for the benefit of humanity. 
Schmachtenberger leads Neurohacker Collective, a company 
focused on making groundbreaking products for health and 
well-being through complex systems science. Neurohacker 
Collective provides leading information and top-of-the-
line products for self-directed neurological optimization. 
Neurohackers seek to better themselves or others by “hacking 
the brain” to improve reflexes, learn faster or treat psychological 
disorders. The movement began in the 1980s.  
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Congratulations 
to our leaders 
who have been 
recognized among 
the San Diego 
Business Journal’s 
SD500. 
Their commitment to service and 
dedication to excellence help make 
Sharp San Diego’s health care leader.

Christopher D. Howard

President and Chief Executive Officer

Sharp HealthCare

Brett McClain

Executive Vice President and 
Chief Operating Officer

Sharp HealthCare

Melissa Hayden-Cook

President and Chief Executive Officer

Sharp Health Plan

Stacey Hrountas

Chief Executive Officer

Sharp Rees-Stealy Medical Group

Michael Lalich, MD
Area Medical Director
and Chief of Staff
Kaiser Permanente
San Diego

Thank you for your selfless leadership of
San Diego County’s largest independent
medical group, with more than 1,400
physicians in more than 90 specialties
and subspecialties.
 
Congratulations on your well-deserved 
recognition as one of San Diego’s 500 
most influential people!

kp.org/sandiego
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WILLIAM T. TSENG, M.D.
PRESIDENT OF THE PROFESSIONAL STAFF, SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA PERMANENTE MEDICAL GROUP - SAN 
DIEGO

William Tseng has been assistant area medical director for 
Southern California Permanente Medical Group since 2017. 
Tseng also sits on the board of trustees at the California 
Medical Association. He is a past president of the San Diego 
County Medical Society and is on the board of the Asian 
Pacific Islander American Public Affairs Association. He is a 
graduate of the University of Utah’s School of Medicine.

HENRY N. TUTTLE 
PRESIDENT AND CEO, HEALTH CENTER PARTNERS OF 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Henry Tuttle brings over 35 years of transformative leadership 
experience to his role HCP, a premier consortium of primary 
healthcare organizations in Southern California. Tuttle also 
serves on various boards and committees, including San Diego 
County’s Health Services Advisory Board and the board of San 
Diegans for Healthcare Coverage, as well as NACHC’s health 
policy and legislative committee and the HCCN Task Force.

HELEN TORLEY 
PRESIDENT AND CEO, HALOZYME THERAPEUTICS 

Dr. Helen Torley has led Halozyme since 2014. Dr. Torley 
brings extensive drug development, commercial and general 
management experience to her role at the oncology-focused 
biotech. She has also held senior leadership roles with Onyx, 
Amgen and Bristol-Myers Squibb. Her passion for advancing 
new medicine for patients began when she was a practicing 
rheumatologist in Scotland.

ERIC TOPOL, M.D.
FOUNDER AND DIRECTOR, SCRIPPS TRANSLATIONAL 
SCIENCE INSTITUTE 

Eric Topol is a cardiologist, scientist and author who founded 
and directs the Scripps Research Translational Science 
Institute. Topol is also a professor of molecular medicine at 
The Scripps Research Institute and a senior consultant at 
the Division of Cardiovascular Diseases at Scripps Clinic in 
La Jolla. He is editor-in-chief of Medscape and theheart.org 
and has published three bestseller books on the future of 
medicine.

ROBERT SMITH, M.D. 
DIRECTOR, VA SAN DIEGO HEALTHCARE SYSTEM 

Since 2016, Dr. Robert M. Smith has directed the VA San Diego 
Healthcare System, the nation’s largest integrated health system 
for military veterans. He also oversees the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs hospital in San Diego, where he has worked 
since 1993. The system cares for more than 86,000 veterans in 
San Diego and Imperial counties. Smith is also a professor of 
medicine at UCSD.

ROBIN TOFT 
CEO, FOUNDER AND CHAIR, TOFT GROUP, A ZRG 
COMPANY

Robin Toft is founder of the Toft Group, (acquired by ZRG 
Partners in 2019)." after "Robin Toft is founder of the Toft 
Group a company that specializes in placing female and 
diversity candidates as executives at innovation-led life science 
and tech companies. Toft is co-founder of We Can Rise, a 
startup committed to elevating women worldwide and is the 
author of WE CAN, The Executive Woman’s Guide to Career 
Advancement. 

Will Tseng, MD, MPH
Area Assistant Medical 
Director and President of
the Professional Staff 
Kaiser Permanente
San Diego
Thank you for your tireless efforts
to educate and inform San Diegans 
throughout the COVD-19 pandemic. 
Your dedication to the well-being of your
patients, and the San Diego Community, 
made a difference. 

Congratulations on being recognized as 
one of San Diego’s 500 most influential people! 

kp.org/sandiego



www.sdbj.comNOVEMBER 29, 2021   57  

Aristea Therapeutics 
congratulates 

our Founder and CEO 
James Mackay 

on being selected as one of 
San Diego’s most influential 

people in 2021

Striding to the forefront of innovative therapeutic 
options for inflammatory diseases through 

compassionate, patient-focused innovation and 
partnerships

https://aristeatx.com

Help make a difference at Rady Children’s
radyfoundation.org

Stephen Jennings
Chief External Affairs Officer 

and Senior Vice President,
Rady Children’s Hospital

Patrick Frias, M.D.
President and

Chief Executive Officer,
Rady Children’s HospitalRADY CHILDREN’S CELEBRATES

ALL THOSE WHO MAKE A POSITIVE
DIFFERENCE IN SAN DIEGO!

congratulations to
all of the SD500. 
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ANNE WALLACE, M.D. 
DIRECTOR, COMPREHENSIVE BREAST HEALTH CENTER, 
UCSD HEALTH  

Dr. Anne Wallace has overseen UCSD Health’s Comprehensive 
Breast Center since 1995. She is a board- certified surgeon who 
is searching for better imaging technology to detect breast cancer 
and melanomas. She is also a professor of clinical surgery and 
has chaired the California Breast Cancer Research Council. 
The Susan G. Komen Foundation recently named Wallace as its 
Breast Cancer Clinician of the Year.  

CHRIS VAN GORDER 
PRESIDENT AND CEO, SCRIPPS HEALTH 

As the leader of Scripps Health since 2000, Chris Van Gorder 
has been instrumental in positioning Scripps among the nation’s 
foremost healthcare institutions and is now leading the restructure 
of the $3.1 billion, integrated health system to align with the new 
landscape of healthcare reform. Board certified in healthcare 
management and an American College of Healthcare Executives 
(ACHE) Fellow, Van Gorder also served as 2010 chairman of the 
association, an international professional society of more than 
40,000 healthcare executives. 

KRISTIINA VUORI 
PRESIDENT, SANFORD BURNHAM PREBYS MEDICAL 
DISCOVERY INSTITUTE

Dr. Kristiina Vuori’s research at Sanford Burnham Prebys 
Medical Discovery Institute is aimed at unraveling the cell 
mechanisms of the most life-threatening aspect of cancer, 
metastasis, which is responsible for nearly all deaths in cancer 
patients. Dr. Vuori’s pioneering work, which is helping decipher 
the mechanisms that turn a cancer from a locally growing 
tumor into highly metastatic cancer cells, will provide clues how 
to prevent this step in cancer progression.  

San Ysidro Health, a trusted healthcare provider since 1969.
Providing high-quality care  

for all without exception.

4949
health centers & program sites

2,4002,400
workforce dedicated

to our mission

108,000108,000
lives in our care

62,000 62,000 ++
COVID-19 vaccines

CONGRATULATIONS
KEVIN L. MATTSON

President and CEO


