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away, and the Colorado River, 250 miles 
away. The imported water is subject to ris-
ing costs, needs a great deal of energy to 
transport and is vulnerable to natural di-
sasters, including earthquakes.

A small portion of Oceanside’s water 
supply comes from the Mission Basin, a 
naturally occurring underground aqui-
fer. The aquifer’s water has declined over 
years of use.

Scott Speigle, chief  plant operator 
of the city of Oceanside’s San Luis Rey 
Treatment plant, has been working at the 
site for 34 years. He said that while the city 
has been filtering and recycling wastewater 
or sewage for irrigation and non-potable 
uses for decades, residents and business-
es being able to use the treated water for 
everyday use is a game-changer.

“If we had 8 million gallons of (waste-
water) coming in every day, we’d put 8 
million gallons out into the ocean,” Spei-
gle said. “I don’t like wasting the water. I 
don’t like putting it in the ocean. I’d rath-
er we reuse it. 

“And now with tertiary treatment and 
the pure water facility, we’re dropping that 
down, so that when everything is fully 
flowing at maximum capacity, we could 
possibly only be putting out a million and 
a half. This is huge.”

San Diego County First
While Pure Water Oceanside is the first 

water purification system of its kind in San 
Diego County, the city of San Diego is cur-
rently working on its own Pure Water proj-
ect. 

An advanced purification program for 
East County, led by the Padre Dam Mu-
nicipal Water District out of Santee, with 
assistance from the Helix Water District, 

the county and the city of El Cajon, is also 
moving along.

Gary Gold, the U.S. deputy assistant sec-
retary for water and science, talked about 
the current drought and said, “the need 
for innovation is really clear” and praised 
Oceanside for “embracing innovations as 
a way to cope with the dire conditions of 
this drought.”

“There is no better example of embracing 

the challenge than this pure water facility,” 
Gold said. “From its award-winning mem-
brane technology to the project’s role in a 
really impressive water reuse portfolio, the 
indirect potable reuse facility is the shining 
example of how communities can embrace 
the challenge of drought and find new ways 
to enhance their water resiliency.”

Congressman Mike Levin, who also at-
tended the dedication, called the drought 
an “urgent crisis” and promised to contin-
ue supporting San Diego County’s efforts to 
find new ways to conserve and reuse water.

“We know that water is a global problem 
and a local problem,” Levin said. “We know 
that conserving water and making better 
use of this life-sustaining resource is one of 
the most important things that we can do. 
Here in Oceanside and throughout South-
ern California, in this arid region, we sim-
ply lack the natural rainfall to support the 
population that we have, not to mention fu-
ture generations and industries like biotech, 
manufacturing and craft brewing. Because 
we know that our water demands will only 
increase in the years ahead.”

Levin said that Pure Water Oceanside was 
showing other communities how to use in-
genuity and creativity to best work toward 
solutions for water needs.

“It exemplifies doing what’s right for our 
planet,” Levin said.

To learn more about Pure Water Oceans-
ide and take a virtual reality tour on video, 
visit www.PureWaterOceanside.orgn
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The outside of the Pure Water Oceanside Plant on North River Road. 

REQ, a leader in digital marketing and brand management, has hired Brooke 
Weller as Senior Vice President of Media. Weller will lead the newly integrated 
Digital Media team made up of experts in search, social, and display 
advertising as well as SEO, social media, and digital content. In this role, Weller 
will oversee the REQ Media team’s operations and processes to effectively 
deliver a seamless, unbridled client experience across all channels. She 
will work closely with REQ’s Media team leads to drive client performance 
forward through strategic business recommendations, concrete activation 
planning, and data-driven optimizations. Previously, Brooke supported 
large-scale, global media planning and execution programs at performance 
marketing agencies iProspect and Neil Patel Digital. Brooke can be reached at 
bweller@req.co and linkedin.com/in/brooke-weller-715b688/ 

DIGITAL MARKETING AND BRANDING
New Hire

Brooke Weller

See how Rady Children’s Institute for Genomic Medicine is  
changing lives at radygenomics.org

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/lynn-perez-518492b5
Twitter: @radychildrens

NON-PROFIT
New Hire

Rady Children’s Institute for Genomic Medicine is pleased 
to announce the selection of Lynn M.T. Perez as its new Senior 
Vice President/Executive Director. A highly skilled executive 
leader, Perez has directed clinical, research and business 
operations at large health care systems for more than 15 years.

Most recently Vice President of the Brain Health Center and 
Marcus Autism Center at Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta, Perez 
has an impressive history of driving consistently excellent results 
for clinical outcomes, research and science, revenue, and patient 
satisfaction/loyalty.  

“Lynn is a strategic thinker, team builder and proven leader,” said 
Stephen Kingsmore, MD, President and CEO of Rady Children’s 
Institute for Genomic Medicine. “Her record of success in leading 
a progressive research institute makes her uniquely qualified for 
this critically-important position.”

With major initiatives and growth opportunities on the horizon, 
Perez will play a key role in supporting expansion and strategic 
development at the Institute. She will begin her position in mid-June. 

Lynn M.T. Perez

Skyline Construction is pleased to announce that Jonathan Cruz 
has joined it’s San Diego team as Project Manager. Cruz is responsible 
for building relationships with clients and business partners. He works 
with owners and designers on budgeting, estimating, scheduling, 
coordination of vendors, constructability reviews, and value 
engineering. Cruz brings 10 years of experience in the construction 
industry. Prior to joining Skyline Construction, Cruz was a Project 
Manager with Rudolph and Sletten where he managed key projects 
in justice and life sciences for clients including Illumina, Johnson & 
Johnson, and Pfizer. Cruz earned his degree from Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo in Architecture with a minor in Construction Management and 
is a Design-Build Institute of America (DBIA) associate. Jonathan can 
be reached at jcruz@skylineconstruction.build

CONSTRUCTION
New Hire

Jonathan Cruz
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