
Viasat Pulls in NASA Contract
Deal May Lead to Further Work With the Space Agency

nBy BRAD GRAVES

Carlsbad-based Viasat Inc. (NASDAQ: 
VSAT) received a $53.3 million contract from 
NASA to provide real time communications 
services for low Earth orbit (LEO) satellites. 
The service will leverage the company’s Via-
Sat-3 constellation of satellites, which the com-
pany plans to launch soon.

The demonstration contract may lead to 
future work with NASA.

For more than a year, NASA said it has 
been evaluating the feasibility of using com-
mercial satellite networks for near-Earth opera-
tions as it works to decommission its own near-
Earth satellite fl eet. NASA said the approach 
will allow it to focus time and resources on 
deep space exploration and science missions.

According to NASA, Viasat’s proposed ap-
proach demonstrates a commercial radio fre-
quency geostationary orbiting relay network 
for high- and low-rate communications services 

to spacecraft in low-Earth orbit for routine 
launch and missions. 

Viasat operates in the Ka-band of radio 
frequencies (similar to a TV channel) and 
has ground stations on fi ve continents: North 
America, South America, Europe, Austra-
lia and Africa. Viasat said it is developing a 
space-qualifi ed terminal to give LEO operators 
access to the ViaSat-3 network for data transfer.

NASA announced fi ve other contract win-
ners. A $28.6 million contract will go to In-
marsat Government Inc. of Reston, Virginia. 
Inmarsat operates in the L-band. Its parent 
company, U.K.-based Inmarsat, has agreed 
to become part of Viasat.

Other contracts went to Kuiper Government 
Solutions LLC, SES Government Solutions, 
SpaceX and Telesat U.S. Services LLC.

A Military Tribute With the Padres
In other company news, Viasat and 

the San Diego Padres unveiled a military 

tribute, the Viasat Military Hall of 
Honor, at Petco Park late last month 
(April 24).

The wall is in the Power Alley located 
in the right field concourse, near section 
133. There fans can view information 
and different content on former Padres 
and other Major League Baseball play-
ers who served in the military through 
two touchscreen televisions. Fans will 
also be able to record and send person-
alized messages to active-duty military 
members and various military bases in a 
dedicated recording booth located with-
in the area.

Craig Miller, president of  Viasat’s 
Government Systems business, said the 
exhibit is “an effort symbolic of  both 
Viasat’s and the Padres’ belief  in recog-
nizing military service and supporting 
the veteran community here in San Di-
ego… and beyond.” n
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DEFENSE
& CYBERSECURITY

Scott Twele, PE was recently elected as a board director of 
Coffman Engineers. Scott is the California Regional Manager, 
San Diego managing principal, and a fi re protection engineer. 
Scott has over 20 years of experience working in San Diego, 
opened Coffman’s San Diego offi ce as a solo engineer 
in 2016, and has been pivotal in developing the offi ce 
into a thriving business with over 95 employees, offering 
multidiscipline engineering services in the local community 
and beyond. Scott’s positive energy and dedication to 
providing stellar service to clients and growing Coffman’s 
employees has proven him a key leader of the organization. 
Scott Twele can be reached at scott.twele@coffman.com

ENGINEERING (AEC)
Promotion

Scott Twele

Maggie Pilgrim, a 10-year veteran of talent solutions and 
business consulting fi rm Robert Half, has been promoted 
to regional director, overseeing Robert Half’s fi nance 
and accounting permanent placement practice group, 
administrative, contract and consulting practice solutions–
matching specialized talent with companies in Downtown 
San Diego, La Jolla and Carlsbad. Throughout her tenure, she 
has held various roles of increasing responsibility including 
as practice director, branch director and market director.
Maggie is a graduate of California State University, San 
Marcos with a degree in Business Administration. Maggie 
Pilgrim can be reached at maggie.pilgrim@roberthalf.com

STAFFING & RECRUITING
Promotion

Maggie Pilgrim

FOUNDED: 1986
CEO: Rick Baldridge
HEADQUARTERS: Carlsbad
BUSINESS: Broadband services and technologies 
company
REVENUE: $2.26 billion in fi scal 2021 (Viasat’s fi scal 
year ends on March 31)
STOCK: VSAT on NASDAQ
EMPLOYEES: 2,540 in Carlsbad, 6,359 worldwide
WEBSITE: www.viasat.com
CONTACT: 760-476-2200
NOTABLE: Viasat assembles payloads for its high-
speed ViaSat-3 satellites at its facility in Arizona.

Viasat Inc.

Trevor Wells, LEED AP BD+C, joins HGA as an Associate Vice 
President and Principal in HGA’s Science & Technology practice in 
San Diego. With more than 25 years of architectural experience, 
Wells brings expertise in the design and planning of interdisciplinary 
physical sciences and engineering environments, biocontainment 
laboratories, vivaria, cleanrooms, and biopharmaceutical 
manufacturing facilities. He will focus on growing the firm’s life 
science client base and design expertise in research facilities 
throughout Southern California. Wells has a Bachelor of Arts in 
Political Science from the University of California, San Diego.
Trevor Wells can be reached at TWells@hga.com

ARCHITECTURE
New Hire

Trevor Wells

Peter Stockburger has been named managing partner of 
Dentons’ San Diego offi ce. As a member of the Firm’s Venture 
Technology and Emerging Growth Companies group and 
co-lead of the Autonomous Vehicle practice, Peter partners 
with clients around the globe to strategize about how they 
can leverage data and talent to grow, operate and protect 
their business. With a focus on data privacy and security, 
Peter works with clients of all sizes and maturity to build and 
shore up global privacy and security programs, enhance 
compliance and stakeholder confi dence, navigate workplace 
disputes, take new products to market, and harness emerging 
technologies. Peter Stockburger can be reached at peter.
stockburger@dentons.com
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Peter Stockburger
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