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The drone industry is one of the areas 
in the economy that has continued to grow 
through the COVID-19 pandemic, Ayala 
said, and there is no end in sight.

300% Growth
“The drone industry will only contin-

ue its prominence since it is expected to 
increase by 300% by 2030,” Ayala said. 
“Due to exponential growth in this area, 
jobs, commercial opportunities, industry 
verticals tied to the industry, the Gross-
mont College drone certificate program 
will help prepare students for the current 
and future workforce.”

Fredricks, who owns Hollywood Drones 
(hollywood-drones.net) has been teaching 
cinematography and drone photography at 
the school since 2019 but said that the cer-
tification takes everything one step higher.

“This is an expansion of what we’ve been 
doing,” he said. “We’ve added 80 hours 
of training and expanded on the verticals. 
Where students first learned basic flight to 
get a basic job, this expands on cinema-
tography and photography and gives them 
more real-world hands-on experience.”

Fredricks said that with a certificate in 
hand, students will be able to either start 
a company of their own or work in the 
many fields that are seeking drone videos 
and photos.

“These are very high-paying jobs for 
the pilots,” Fredricks said.

Hands-On Training
Fredricks said many operators to-

day get their training from YouTube or 
TikTok – and both are inadequate. The 
training offered through Grossmont 
College sets students apart because it 
gives them extensive, hands-on course-
work.

Fredricks said he has hired many for-
mer students to help him with jobs he’s 
taken on.

A group of former students along with 
Fredricks earlier this year was presented a 
bronze Telly Award for its work on a real 
estate shoot for ALLGIRE General Con-
tractors. Fredricks said the students each 
earned $500 for their efforts.

“The skills they’ve come out with have 
allowed me to employ them right away in 

various productions and projects,” Fred-
ricks said. “This is one of those tracks that 
you take and when you get out of college 
you can make good money.”

Once students complete the flight school 
and the specialized tracks at Grossmont 
College, they can transition into for-credit 
programs offered by GCCCD. 

The credit programs, which offer more 
advanced training and expertise needed 
by drone operators, include cybersecuri-
ty, information technology, programming, 
data science and programmable logic con-
trollers.

Fall registration opened June 27. Stu-
dents can learn more about the new drone 
operations program at https://www.gross-
mont.edu/academics/programs/drone/pro-
gram-information.php.�

Drone
¨ from page 9  

Pi Energy’s nanofilm panels are light and 
flexible – also making them much less expen-
sive to install. The light weight and flexibility 
of PI Energy’s solar panels also allows them 
to be attached to any surface, including the ex-
terior surface of vehicles. 

On June 9, PI Energy entered into an agree-
ment with “renewable delivery” company Go-
For Industries, Inc. to install solar on its fleet 
of electric vehicles.

“We are thrilled to partner with GoFor, 
which is leading a better and cleaner way of 
providing sustainable delivery services,” said 

Pi Energy CEO Phil Layton. 
Gofor, which serves over 120 metropolitan 

areas in the U.S. and Canada, is a market lead-
er in sustainable logistics, combining custom-
er-focused delivery services and electric vehi-
cle fleets. The company’s collaboration with Pi 
Energy includes installation and performance 
evaluation, power generation and optimization, 
and pilot demonstration of PI Energy’s solar 
photovoltaic technology.

“We believe Pi Energy’s technology can pro-
vide new ways of improving our delivery per-
formance for our customers, which makes our 
business even more sustainable and efficient, 
while also lowering the total cost of owner-
ship for EVs,” said Ian Gardner, CEO of Go-
For. “Charging electric vehicles with surface 

integrated solar PV allows us to drive further 
and cleaner while reducing the necessity and 
frequency of having to recharge the EV while 
it’s on route doing a delivery.”

Solar for Affordable Housing
On June 17 Pi Energy announced another 

partnership with Acento Real Estate Partners 
to install solar on its buildings across the U.S.

“Acento’s participation in Pi Energy’s Pi-
lot Deployment Program is aligned with our 
low-carbon infrastructure and social impact 
goals, so that we can have onsite electrical power 
from otherwise unused surfaces, from our build-
ings, parking areas and surrounding walls,” said 
Andrés González, CEO of Acento. “Enhanc-
ing our real estate portfolio’s energy resilience 

and sustainability is even more attractive with 
a cost-competitive approach to solar energy.”

Andresen said Pi Energy’s ideal partners are 
ones “interested in breaking the mold of how 
PV is installed today.”

In addition to looking for companies like 
Acento willing to cover walls and fences with 
solar panels, Pi Energy is also looking for the 
right partners to manufacture its nanofilm so-
lar modules. Currently, the company has con-
tracted a fabrication facility in Arizona to pro-
duce its panels for the Pilot Program, but as 
the company scales it will likely partner with 
more production facilities to meet demand. 

“Our goal is to partner with companies that 
can manufacture for the global market and dis-
tribute to these markets,” Andresen said. �
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