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Architectural firms appear to be adjusting
well to the coronavirus, reporting a 4% in-
crease in Orange County billings, according
to the annual Business Journal ranking in
this week’s issue.

The 23 firms on this week’s list reported
OC billings of $465.5 million for the 12
months ended June 30. 

While growth continues, it didn’t keep up
with the pace of a year ago, when the 29 ar-
chitecture firms grew more than 8% to $499

million. 
Thirteen of the com-

panies reported growth
this year, including six
that saw billings in-
crease by more than
10%. A year ago, 17
firms reported billings
that topped 10%.

The firms this year
reported a 2.2% decline in licensed archi-
tects to about 400, while overall employ-
ment was flat at 2,663.

The list ranked the biggest firms with an-
nual OC billings topping $5 million. 

The firms reported more growth outside
OC as companywide billings surged 12.1%
to $2.1 billion.

New Top Name
AO Architects of Orange retained its top

spot with $64.5 million, a 6.4% increase
while its OC employment dropped 4.5% to
277. 

“We feel this sector is fairly recession

Architectural Firms Plan Around Coronavirus
OC Billings Rise 4%
Despite Home Working 
n By PETER J. BRENNAN

Rendering of MVE + Partners’ 4th & Main apartment
project in downtown Santa Ana; 7 stories, 220 units

proof as the work from home phenomenon
continues,” Partner Rob Budetti said.

The firm, previously known as Architects
Orange, recently acquired Sunnyvale-based
WHL Architects to expand into Silicon
Valley and boost its offerings to science and
tech firms (see separate article, page 18). 

No. 7 MVE + Partners Inc. of Irvine
also reported a healthy 7.8% increase to
$22 million in billings. When the coron-
avirus struck here in March, members of
the architectural firm began working from
their homes.

“The good news is [as] we were going
into pandemic—we were on pace for a
record year,” MVE President Matt
McLarand told the Business Journal in
May. 

“We were fortunate to have a backlog of
work coming into this pandemic.”

The Business Journal’s engineering firm
list, which includes several firms also on
the architecture list because of varied prac-
tice groups, shows even more growth, 6%,
than the architects (see separate article,
page 27).

Notable Changes
n Aecom, a Los Angeles-based firm with

an Orange office, leapfrogged the most
spots from No. 19 to No. 9. Its billings
jumped 71% to $15.2 million, making it the
biggest climb on the list even though its OC
employee count slipped 1.6% to 503.

n Last year’s biggest percentage hike was
167% from the former Irvine-based

gkkworks, which was then acquired by
CannonDesign. New York-based Cannon-
Design, which has its office in Irvine, re-
ported billings jumped 10% to $22 million,
good enough to jump one place into the
No.7 spot.

n No. 9 Jacobs, which has an office in
Irvine, reported its billings declined 13% to
$15.2 million. Companywide billings at the
Dallas-based firm jumped 38% to $595 mil-
lion. 

n The biggest decline was 17.6% to $6
million at tBP/Architecture Inc. in New-
port Beach, now at No. 20.

n The biggest employee drop was 16.1%
to 136 at KTGY Architecture + Planning.
Billings at the Irvine-based firm, ranked
No. 5, also fell 12% to $28.8 million. n
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