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practices in Orange County and New York. He
was named the global chair of the corporate
department on March 9. 

The Business Journal’s annual list ranks the
firms based on local attorneys, with a cutoff
of 10 lawyers.

The list showed the largest firms employ
5,203 in Orange County, a 2.9% decline from
a year ago. Firmwide, they employed 37,081
attorneys, a 2.6% increase.

Among the highlights:
n Knobbe Martens in Irvine kept its place

as the largest  OC law firm by attorney count
despite dipping slightly to 147, down two
lawyers from the year before.

“Throughout the pandemic, we helped com-
panies in the healthcare space that were devel-
oping vaccines and other inventions to care
for patients,” Knobbe Managing Partner
Steven Nataupsky told the Business Journal.

“I think this work will continue and
grow.”

n Rutan & Tucker LLP has
moved into new offices along Jam-
boree Road though its lawyers and
staff are still working from home for
the most part. It stayed in the No. 2
spot with 137 lawyers, according to
the Business Journal survey.

In terms of taking care of clients,
working from home, hiring and maintaining
the firm’s financial health, “the year turned
out actually very well for us,” Managing Part-
ner Mark Frazier told the Business Journal
(see story, page 16).

n The Irvine office of Los Angeles power-
house Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP with

79 lawyers, moved up to No. 4, jumping three
notches from last year’s ranking.

n Rounding out the leaders at No. 5 was
Bremer, Whyte, Brown & O’Meara LLP
based in Newport Beach, which added one
lawyer to reach 77 local attorneys.

The rest of the top 10:
n Stradling Yocca Carlson & Rauth PC

in Newport Beach, steady at No. 6 with 74
local lawyers.

n Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton
LLP in Costa Mesa fell four places to No. 7
as its attorney count decreased to 73.

n Snell & Wilmer also in Costa Mesa,
steady at No. 8 as its local attorney count re-
mained at 66. 

THE LIST LAW FIRMS

Even though COVID-19 closed courtrooms
and forced employees to work from their
homes, Orange County’s biggest law firms
found a way to keep their workforce steady. 

The 89 firms that made this year’s list added
19 OC attorneys for a total of 2,758 lawyers.
The firms added 15 new partners for a total of
1,260. 

“We saw a surge of activity in the technol-
ogy, healthcare and life sciences, and energy
sectors,” said Michele Johnson, a partner in
the Costa Mesa office of Latham &
Watkins LLP.

“The first two were particularly active
areas here in Orange County. We
have such a dynamic and vibrant
tech and life sciences community
that I expect continued growth in
those areas” while real estate in
Southern California remains an ac-
tive market.

Latham & Watkins’ OC office
added seven attorneys for a total of
80, helping it jump two slots to No.
3. The local office also features two
partners who run global departments for the
firm, which has about 3,000 attorneys spread
across more than 30 offices. Besides Johnson,
who has been the global chair of the litigation
and trial department since 2019, it also fea-
tures Latham partner Charles Ruck, who
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Law Firms’ Headcount Holds Up Despite Closures
n Troutman Pepper Hamilton Sanders

LLP in Irvine, formed by a merger last year,
was in ninth place with 58 local lawyers.

n Newmeyer Dillion in Newport Beach
moved up one place to No. 10 with a steady
lawyer headcount of 56.

n The local office of Los Angeles-based
O’Melveny & Myers LLP slipped three
places to No. 12, as the attorneys in its New-
port Beach office dipped to 54 from 58 last
year, while Jones Day in Irvine slipped two
places to No. 15 as its attorney count was
trimmed by one to 48 lawyers. Morgan,
Lewis & Bockius LLP in Costa Mesa moved
up one notch to No. 16 with 42 lawyers in a
three-way tie. n

Knobbe Martens Managing Partner: 
‘Litigators Will Become Busier’

Steven Nataupsky, the managing
partner of Knobbe Martens, offered the
Business Journal some of his thoughts on
post-COVID-19 legal practice in OC: 

n “To the extent that OC firms were af-
fected by the pandemic, I think the legal
community will recover through the
course of the year as courts return to
business as usual. The closures of state
and federal courts affected several firms
as litigation cases were delayed.”

n “Now that vaccines are becoming
more widely available, courts are starting
the reopening process. It will take a

while to catch up on the backlog, but lit-
igators will become busier, which will be
the foundation for the recovery.”   

n “As things return to normal, the de-
mand for both litigation and transac-
tional attorneys will increase.”

n “Knobbe Martens limits its practice
to intellectual property. Throughout the
pandemic we helped companies in the
healthcare space that were developing
vaccines and other inventions to care for
patients. I think this work will continue
and grow.”  

—Kevin Costelloe
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From Idea to IPO.
Strength.

From patent prosecution to high-stakes litigation, our technical and legal acumen helps you establish, protect 
and monetize your innovations. Whether you’re an aggressive start-up or an established Fortune 500 enterprise. 

Knobbe Martens. With You at Every Step.

From Innovation to Impact.
Insightful.
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Brussels | Century City | Chicago | Dallas | London | Los Angeles | New York
Orange County | Palo Alto | San Diego (Downtown) | San Diego (Del Mar)

San Francisco | Seoul | Shanghai | Washington, D.C.

www.sheppardmullin.com

Not all Law Firms are the same. 
What separates Sheppard Mullin is not what we do, but how 

How can we help you?

CONSTRUCTION

REAL ESTATE 
LITIGATION
ATTORNEYS

Tomassian Throckmorton Inouye & Grigorian
is an experienced Orange County boutique law 
fi rm o� ering clients maximum recovery with 
multi-million dollar jury verdicts & settlements.

The Firm o� ers clients its specialized skills and 
advocacy, cost e� ective legal representation 
and signifi cant trial experience.

Tomassian Throckmorton Inouye & Grigorian 
specializes in Construction, Real Estate, 
Business & General Civil Litigation

2601 Main Street, Suite 620 • Irvine, California 92614
949-955-2280 • STomassian@ttilaw.com • www.ttilaw.com
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